BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT SHEET
March 2017

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
Experience God’s Mercy
Join us on Wednesday evening, 15 March for the annual diocesan-wide “Evening of
Confession.” All churches in the diocese will have confessors available from 5:00 -8:00 p.m.
Experience God’s loving mercy. In the words of Pope Francis, “God never tires of forgiving us.”
This is an excellent Lenten practice as we prepare for Easter.

Dispensation from Lenten Abstinence on Friday 17 March 2017
Out of pastoral solicitude, Bishop Daniel Thomas has formally dispensed the faithful of the Diocese
of Cleveland from the obligation to abstain from meat on the Memorial of Saint Patrick, Bishop,
which will be observed this year on Friday, March 17. Those who choose to partake of meat on that
day are encouraged to undertake another penance that day in the form of a corporal or spiritual work
of mercy. In this way, a faithful Catholic still keeps the penitential spirit of a Friday in Lent and
unites oneself more closely with the suffering Christ and His Church.

COLLECTIONS
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION 26 MARCH 2017
Week Before the Collection
Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection (CRSC). Funds from
this collection help provide food to the hungry, support to displaced refugees, and Christ’s love
and respect to all people here at home and abroad. Next week, please give generously to the
CRSC and help Jesus in disguise. Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholicrelief .
Week of the Collection
This week, we are taking up The Catholic Relief Services Collection to respond to Jesus in
disguise. This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support to struggling
communities and to work toward peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and
sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection.
Learn more at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.
Week After the Collection
Thank you for your generous support of The Catholic Relief Services Collection and for helping
Jesus in disguise. Your contributions will make a difference for the poor and marginalized
around the world. If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! Just visit
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and click on the “How to Give” link on the left.
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TRIBUNAL
2017 First Step Programs: Continuing education regarding marriage and divorce in the
Catholic Church
Attempting to pick up the pieces of one’s life after the tragedy of divorce is an area that can
impact a person’s relationship with God and the Church. One of the significant issues that a
person faces is their place in the Church. Does the Church still care about me even though I am
divorced? Am I allowed to go to Mass? Can I receive communion? How can the Church help
me heal? If I decide to marry again, what do I have to do?
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Cleveland offers its First Step Program to help individuals deal
with these questions in order to renew and/or strengthen their relationship with God and the
Church. This program is offered to help everyone, especially those who have experienced
divorce, learn more about Catholic teaching regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage.
Representatives from the Ministry to the Divorced Office of the Department for Marriage and
Family Ministry will also be present to explain the resources they offer to the divorced.
Everyone is welcome to:
 Deepen knowledge of the Church’s teaching on marriage…
 Learn about the Church’s ministry to the divorced/separated in the Diocese…
 Hear about the annulment process and how to submit a case…
 Discover a path to healing after divorce in order to strengthen and/or renew a relationship
with God and the Church
In any endeavor, taking the “first step” is always the most difficult. The First Step Program helps
individuals to navigate the path of healing and closure. Please refer to the Tribunal website
(www.dioceseofcleveland.org/tribunal) for testimonials about the program from past participants.
The schedule for the general meetings in 2017 is:





Tuesday, 21 March 2017, at St. Peter Parish, Lorain, at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 16 May 2017, at St. Mary Parish, Chardon, at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 12 September 2017, at St. Paul Parish, Akron, at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 10 October 2017, at St. Ambrose Parish, Brunswick, at 7:00 p.m.

Note that the Diocese of Cleveland no longer requires any fees for this process.
For more information check our website: www.dioceseofcleveland.org/tribunal
Or call the Tribunal: 216-696-6525/800-869-6525, ext. 4000
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COMMUNICATIONS
Win an iPad. Register as a new subscriber for the Northeast Ohio Catholic e-newsletter between
March 1 and March 31, 2017 and be entered into a drawing for a chance to win an iPad Air-2.
Visit www.dioceseofcleveland.org/enewsletter to register. Winners must meet eligibility
requirements. Complete rules, including eligibility requirements, are available at
http://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/enewscontestrules/

CHANCERY
CATHEDRAL of ST JOHN the EVANGELIST
HELEN D. SCHUBERT CONCERTS Spring 2017
Cathedral of St John the Evangelist; 1007 Superior Ave @ E 9th St; Cleveland Ohio 44114
All concerts are FREE, (no tickets, no reservations)
Free secure parking: Cathedral garage on Rockwell Ave @ E 9th St
26 April - Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.
Vox Luminis (Namur Belgium); Lionel Meunier, director
I Know that my Redeemer Liveth – Music of the English Renaissance
Specializing in the performance of 16th–18th century vocal music, Vox Luminis has performed
in festivals and venues in Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal, Croatia & the
U.S. The Ensemble’s 2012 recording of Schütz’s Musicalische Exequien received several
prestigious awards including Gramophone’s Recording of the Year, the Baroque Vocal
Gramophone Award and the International Classical Music Award.
11 May – Thursday @ 8:00 p.m.
JUBILATION! Elizabeth Stuart Church Choir Festival
The Tenth annual WCLV JUBILATION Choir Festival features four Church Choirs from
Northeast Ohio. Established in 2008 to showcase sacred choral music that is recognized as part
of the core classical repertoire, the Festival seeks to encourage a heightened standard of
choral music in houses of worship, and to celebrate choirs that strive for excellence.
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PARISH LIFE SECRETARIAT
Immigrants and Refugees from the Middle East: Their Experiences, Their Challenges
The Rev. Elias Mallon, S.A., PhD will be speaking at Lakewood Catholic Academy,
14808 Lake Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 on Tuesday, 25 April from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
The title of his talk is: Immigrants and Refugees from the Middle East: Their Experiences,
Their Challenges. This topic is in the forefront of our country’s division; this presentation is
current and relevant to this debate. Fr. Mallon is well-educated in Islam and will share his
experiences and insights. Don’t miss this opportunity; there is no charge for this event. A flyer
is included with the March Diocesan Memo.
Family Support Ministry: LEAF Ministry_ Listening, Encouraging, and Assisting Families
(See: www.leafministry.org for additional information on this ministry)
Do you have families in your parish, who, because of the incarceration of a loved one, experience
isolation, shame, guilt, and an overwhelming sense of being alone? The LEAF Ministry has been
formed to be of support to these families. Groups meet monthly offering an opportunity to those
who come to listen and share community, network and learn from others who understand their
situation, challenges, fears and emotions. All are welcome to participate irrespective of faith
affiliation. For more information and to verify the schedules, please call one of the following
parishes and visit the website: www.leafministry.org. No pre-registration is necessary.
It is our intention to continue to form additional groups in the various areas of the diocese. If you
are interested in beginning a group or want more information, call Sister Rita Mary, SND at 800869-6525 or 216-696-6525 x2200.
Cuyahoga County
Communion of Saints
2175 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
216-321-0024
Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month
Mary, Queen of Peace
4423 Pearl Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44109
216-749-2323
Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month
St. Agnes + Our Lady of Fatima
6800 Lexington Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44103
216-391-1655
Please call the above number for more information.
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St. Ladislas
2345 Bassett Road
Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-835-2300
Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of the month
St. Malachi
2459 Washington Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216-861-5343
Meets at 7:00 p.m. on 2nd Wednesday:
Geauga County
Holy Angels
18205 Chillicothe Road
Bainbridge, Ohio 44023
440-708-0000
Meets at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 23 March 2017
Lake County
St. Noel Parish
35200 Chardon Road
Willoughby, Ohio 44094
440-946-0887
Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of the month
Lorain County
Sacred Heart Chapel (Spanish) presently meeting with St. Ladislas)
4301 Pearl Avenue
Lorain, Ohio 44055
440-277-7231
Meets at 7:00 p.m. with St. Ladislas on the second Wednesday of the month
Medina County
Medina Parishes meeting at St. Francis Xavier Parishes
600 East Washington Street
Medina, Ohio 44256
330-725-4968
Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Monday of the month
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Summit County
St. Mary Hudson
340 North Main Street
Hudson, Ohio 44236
330-653-8118
Temporarily discontinued
Wayne County:

Coming in the future

Ashland County:

Coming in the future

Other groups will be beginning in the winter. For additional information call 216-696-6525
x 3500 and see the website at www.leafministry.org

Chaplain Services at the Prisons and Jails located in the Diocese of Cleveland
If you have a loved one incarcerated in one of the eight counties of the Diocese and would like to
have a priest, deacon or one of our lay volunteer ministers visit with them, please call the Parish
Life Office at 800-869-6525 or 216-696-6525 x 3500. The Diocesan Ministry to the Incarcerated
has a presence in the three state prisons, the county jails and the juvenile facilities located within
our diocese. We would be glad to have someone visit with them.

The Gay and Lesbian Family Ministry of the Cleveland Catholic Diocese
The Body of Christ in the Diocese of Cleveland is called to reverence each person as a unique
reflection of God’s presence in our midst.
Lenten Invitation
A Lenten Day of Reflection is being held at St. Vincent de Paul Parish, 41295 North Ridge Road
in Elyria on 1 April 2017 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the parish social hall. We welcome the
Lesbian/Gay Community, their families and allies to join us for a day of reflection on living the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. The closing will take place at 3:30 p.m., followed by the
Parish Mass in the Church. Lunch is provided; there is no cost for this event. Please refer to the
flyer for further information.
Reservations are requested – please call 216-696-6525, ext. 3500 or email
glfm@dioceseofcleveland.org. Please advise us of any dietary restrictions.
Family Support Group
Holy Spirit Parish in Avon Lake.
(440) 933-3777
Usually meets the first Sunday of each month.
Please call the parish for additional details.
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St. John Vianney Parish, Mentor
(440) 943-3445
Meeting is usually on the second Sunday of each month
Please call the parish for additional details.
Parish Outreach Groups
Parish outreach groups exist to provide a place of support, affirmation and spiritual guidance to
gay and lesbian Catholics.
Blessed Trinity, Cleveland (Westside)
Facilitator: Rev. Douglas Koesel (216) 671-5890
(usually meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays each month from 7:00-9:00 p.m.)
Gesu Parish, University Heights (Eastside)
(216) 932-0617 - Please call parish for details.
St. Mary Hudson Group
Our St. Mary Family Support Group will meet the fourth Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
in the chapel. The goal of this ministry is not to attempt to alter any person’s sexual orientation;
rather, it is our goal to support all persons in their quest for wholeness and holiness. This group
is opened to gay and lesbian persons and their family members. Any questions, please contact
Lori Joseph at ljoseph@stmaryhudson.ccf or at 330-653-8118, ext. 233. St. Mary Parish in
Hudson is located at 340 N. Main Street.
For any additional information, please feel free to call the Parish Life Office at 216-696-6525 or
1-800-869-6525, ext. 3500.

Catholic Jewish Colloquium
The Catholic Jewish Colloquium, which is cosponsored by the Anti-Defamation League and the
Diocese of Cleveland in conjunction with the Jewish Federation of Cleveland and the Cleveland
Board of Rabbis will be held on Wednesday, 26 April 2017 at the Park East Synagogue, 27500
Shaker Boulevard, Beachwood, Ohio at 7:00 p.m.. The speaker will be Aaron David Miller and
the title of this talk is: The Search for Middle East Peace: A US Negotiator Looks Back. This
presentation is open to the public and there is no fee but reservations are requested by emailing:
agray@adl.org. A flyer is included with the March Diocesan Memo.
Aaron David Miller, historian, analyst, and former advisor to Republican and Democratic
Secretaries of State on Arab-Israel negotiations, 1978-2003. Currently, Dr. Miller is Vice
President for New Initiatives and a Distinguished Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars.
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The Respondent to Dr. Miller is Fr. Elias Mallon. Fr. Elias D. Mallon is the External Affairs
Officer for the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) which supports charitable,
educational, health and development projects in the Middle East, Ethiopia, eastern Europe and
southern India.

HISPANIC MINISTRY
V Encuentro
On 3 March V Encuentro Diocesan Special Engagement with Dr Hosffman Ospino. This will take
place in the Cathedral Square Plaza Building (Rappe Room in lower level) from 6:00-8:00 p.m. No
cost for diocesan members.
On 4 March V Encuentro Conference at La Sagrada Familia Church for all Hispanic community at
no cost from 10:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. with Mass and sending rite .

Parish Mission, RESILIENT LIFE
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Oberlin, will host a Parish Mission, RESILIENT LIFE: Living a
Vital, Virtuous Life in the Midst of Daily Challenges. This is a three-part mission presented by
Fr. Norm Douglas and Larry Vuillemin of Heart- to -Heart Communications. The mission will
start on Sunday, 19 March from 2:00 to 3:45 p.m., and continue on Monday & Tuesday, 20 & 21
March from 7:00 to 8:45 p.m. Sacred Heart Catholic Church is located at 410 West Lorain St. in
Oberlin 44074. Fr. Douglas and Larry Vuillemin are dynamic speakers and presented a powerful
parish mission at Sacred Heart last year. Come and join us this year and catch the fire!

Sing and Praise God With Joy!
Catholic Renewal Ministries’ Traveling Charismatic Mass for April will be held at Sacred
Heart Parish on Friday, 21 April . Praise and worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. and Mass will start
at 7:30 p.m. The church is located at 410 W. Lorain St. in Oberlin 44074. Fr. Bob Franco will
be the celebrant. Healing prayer teams will be available after mass for individual prayer, and
there will also be a social after the mass. For more information, please contact Fr. Bob Franco at
440-327-2201 or CRM at 440-944-9445.
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES CORPORATION

DISABILITY SERVICES & MINISTRIES
Summer Programs for children and adults with disabilities
Did you know that our Diocese offers summer programs for children and adults with disabilities?
There are many options! These programs are a ministry to families who have children with
disabilities. The summer programs offer respite and provide life-enhancing activities in a
Catholic setting. They are a great way to meet new friends, learn new things and just have fun!
If you have a family member with a developmental disability or know someone who does,
contact Marilyn Scott, Program Director of Catholic Charities Disability Services, for more
information at 216-334-2963 or mjscott@ccdocle.org .

DEPARTMENT FOR MARRIAGE & FAMILY MINISTRY
Visit www.foryourmarriage.org for ideas and resources for your marriage. Also, find and like us
on Facebook - www.facebook.com/clevelandmarriageandfamily
AMORIS LAETITIA (THE JOY OF LOVE) – Dialogue in Marriage
Pope Francis’ letter – The Joy of Love –offers some very sound advice to couples
“Those who love are capable of speaking words of comfort, strength, consolation, and
encouragement. These were the words that Jesus himself spoke: “Take heart, my son!” (Mt 9:2);
“Great is your faith!” (Mt 15:28); “Arise!” (Mk 5:41); “Go in peace” (Lk 7:50); “Be not afraid”
(Mt 14:27). These are not words that demean, sadden, anger or show scorn. In our families, we
must learn to imitate Jesus’ own gentleness in our way of speaking to one another.” #100
PREP Marriage Skills Workshop for Engaged and Married Couples
PREP fulfills the Pre-Cana requirement for engaged couples and offers enrichment to married
couples.
Date & Time: Sunday, 12 March 2017, 8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. Please register by 3 March 2017
Place: Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 410 Lear Road, Avon Lake, 44012 (Noon Mass)
Cost: $125 per couple.
or
Date & Time: Saturday, 29 April 2017, from 9:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., please register by
21 April 2017
Place: Holy Martyrs, 3100 Old Weymouth Rd., Medina, Oh 44256 (5:30 p.m. Mass)
Cost: $125 per couple.
For more information about PREP, call 216-334-2978. Download registration forms at
http://ccdocle.org/program/prep
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CANA II - Remarriage Preparation – a marriage preparation series for couples, in which one
or both have been married before, or one or both will become a stepparent. Includes Active
Parenting for Stepfamilies series at a date to be determined.
Date & Time: Saturday, 8 April 2017, 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. - Cana II session (includes 4:30
p.m. Mass)
Place: St. Joseph Parish, 12700 Pearl Rd., Strongsville, OH 44136
Cost: $125 per couple. Please register by 31 March. Registration forms are available at Cana II
2017.

SACRED STEPS TO PEACE FOR TEENS PROGRAM / Divorce Thru the Eyes of a Teen
This new program for teens whose families have experienced a divorce, is open to anyone from
the ages of 12-17. The purpose of this program is to help teens deal with the effects of divorce,
as well as having time together socially. The Sacred Steps to Peace for Teens will meet every
third Friday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Holy Family Center Room 1, starting February 17th.
The facilitators for the program are Carol Petro, MSW from the Marriage and Family Office,
Deacon Bob Lester of St. Joseph Parish, and Deacon Bob Sabol of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Columbia Station. It is encouraged for parents who are attending the Sacred Steps to
Peace Program, have their children attend this program, as well as any other parents who think
this would be a good way for their children to heal through the divorce in their family.
Place: St. Joseph Parish, 12700 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136 - Holy Family Center
Room 1
Date & Time: Starting Friday, February 17, 2017, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., then the third Friday
of each month.
For more information on both of these programs, contact Deacon Bob at the Church Office,
440.238.5555 ext. 110.
SACRED STEPS TO PEACE / Catholic Divorce Recovery
The Department for Marriage and Family Ministry presents a Catholic Divorce Recovery
Program entitled Sacred Steps to Peace. The Sacred Steps General Meeting is held on the third
Friday of each month, with a focus on spiritual healing and growth through education, discussion
and reflection on Scriptures and Church teachings. Optional small group weekly sessions will be
guided by a team in a support group format, using prayer, exercises and a workbook as a pathway
to divorce recovery. Participants are welcome to join at any time.
Sacred Steps General Meeting for 14 sessions
Place: St. Joseph Parish, 12700 Pearl Road, Strongsville, Ohio 44136.
Cost: $25 for the series, including a workbook
Date & Time: Starting Friday, 17 February 2017, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., then the third Friday of each
month.
Working the Steps Support Group (optional)
Date & Time: to be decided based on the needs of the participants. For registration details call
Jane at 216-334-2978 or go to Sacred Steps
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ENGAGED ENCOUNTER
Catholic Engaged Encounter is a comprehensive weekend of marriage preparation held three
times a year at the St. Leonard Retreat Center, 4076 Case Road, Avon, Ohio 44011. For
questions call Alex and Lily Fuentes at 216-849-3769. The dates for 2017 are March 17-19, May
19-21 and September 15-17, 2017. Visit their website for more information and to register –
www.clevelandencounter.com.

WORLD WIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
World Wide Marriage Encounter offers weekends to bring a husband and wife closer together.
Get away from the distractions of everyday life and focus on each other and how to improve your
marriage. The next weekend is May 5-7, 2017 at the Clarion Inn & Conference Center, Hudson,
Ohio. Information on these weekends can be found at the link above, or call 330-305-9963

RETROUVAILLE
Retrouvaille is a three-month program to help couples struggling in their marriages. It has three
phases, starting with a weekend experience in which couples learn to re-establish communication
and to gain new insights into themselves as individuals and as a couple. Post sessions are held
over a period of 12 weeks to further develop and enhance the techniques learned on the weekend.
A support group is available offering interaction with other couples who are striving to improve
their relationship. The 2017 weekends are scheduled for April 21-23 and September 8-10, 2017
at the Fairfield Inn & Suites in Beachwood.. For more information go to their website
www.helpourmarriage.com or contact Marce & Liz Gliha at 3031@retrouvaille.org

MISCELLANEOUS

COLLABORATIVE TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING
MARCH – Trafficking today is a continuation of the Transatlantic Slave Trade with the
sophistication of technology making the buying and selling of persons convenient and globally
efficient. SUPPORT US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking
(sistersagainsttrrafficking.org)
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YOUNG CATHOLIC PROFESSIONALS (YCP)
The mission of Young Catholic Professionals (YCP) is to encourage young adults working in
various professions to 'Work in Witness for Christ'.
As a national organization, YCP membership consists of young adults in their 20s and 30s, single
and married, who are highly motivated to achieve personal and professional success while
seeking a greater understanding of their Catholic faith. We also welcome professionals who may
not be Catholic, but are interested in learning more about the Catholic faith.
YCP Cleveland invites young professionals to join us for our upcoming Executive Speaker
Series featuring seasoned professionals sharing how they have embraced the Catholic faith within
their careers:
 Tuesday, 14 March – 6:30-8:30 p.m. featuring Rich Costello of Steris at Magnificat High
School (20770 Hilliard Blvd, Rocky River, OH 44116)
 Saturday, 18 March – 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. St. Joseph the Worker Retreat at Saint
Clarence Parish (30106 Lorain Road North Olmsted, OH 44070)
 Tuesday, 11 April – 6:30-8:30pm featuring Sandra Pianalto of the Federal Reserve Bank
of Cleveland at Saint Ignatius High School Breen Center (2008 W 30t St. Cleveland, OH
44113)
For additional information on YCP Cleveland, visit www.ycpcleveland.org or email us at
info@ycpcleveland.org
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