




























































GLOSSARY 

Policy -A guide for future actions in a particular 
area of parish life. Policy deals with broad 
commitments to goals for the parish community 
along with objectives and strategies to reach 
these goals. 

Preside -The pastor presides over the Parish 
Pastoral Council by virtue of office. A 
Chairperson conducts the meetings and the 
Pastor fully participates in the deliberations, 
planning and policy development. The Pastor is 
responsible for the final approval of Council 
recommendations as well as for the 
implementation. 

Priority -A specific pastoral need or goal given 
a preferential ranking. Groups usually do not 
have enough resources to respond to all needs or 
carry out all goals; therefore, they have to decide 
which needs and goals are highest preferences 
at a given time. 

Purpose -The object for which something exists 
or is done; the end in view. The purpose of a 
Parish Pastoral Council is to promote the 
spiritual growth of the parish community and to 
plan ways for the parish to carry out the mission 
of the Church. 

Representation - Refers to the manner in which 
members of the parish are somehow involved in 
the Pastoral Council. Members may be 
discerned, elected, or appointed. 

Resolution -A written document brought to the 
Parish Pastoral Council stating a policy 
developed through a planning process. Includes 
a statement, resolution, approval, review 
process and frequency. 
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Shared Responsibility -The theological 
principle which says that each member of the 
Church, by reason of Baptism, has the right and 
duty to participate in the Church's mission 
among all people. Shared responsibility is based 
on the communion that is the nature of the 
Church and the mission which Christ entrusted 
to that Church. Communion is not the work of 
one, but the bonding together of all. The 
Church's mission is not entrusted only to a few, 
but is the responsibility of all the People of God. 
Shared responsibility means that God's truth, 
which provides the guidance for the Church, 
comes not only through the leaders but also 
through the people. In order for the Church to 
have the fullness of God's light and guidance, 
the people must be consulted. In our time, the 
Parish Pastoral Council is one of the primary 
structures in the Church for making shared 
responsibility a practical reality. 

Subsidiarity -A principle of authority whereby 
decisions are entrusted to the appropriate body 
and not assumed by a higher authority. Issues 
are dealt with and policies are established at 
the lowest proper level of responsibility and 
competency. Ajudgment which can be made at 
the subcommittee level should not be made by 
the Commission/committee to which the 
subcommittee is related; ajudgment that can 
responsibly be made by the 
Commission/committee should not be made by 
the Parish Pastoral Council. 
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DIOCESAN RESOURCES FOR PARISH EDUCATION 
COMMISSION AND SUBCOMISSION FOR THE SCHOOL 

Diocesan Education Office .......................................... 696-6525, x 287 

Diocesan Religious Education Office .......................... 696-6525, x 328 

Diocesan Pastoral Planning Office ............................. 696-6525, x 421 

NOTE: From outside of the Cleveland area in Ohio use 
1-800-869-6525, then request the appropriate extension number. 
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