
Welcome to the fourth session of the Encounter process.  In this session we will share about the fruits that our
missionary action has produced since we started the process of Encounter.  We will reflect particularly about
the fruits of friendship, joy, the Eucharist, and mission.

Bearing Fruits of New Life

Introduction

Scripture Reading: Luke 24: 29-33a

“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. And it
happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to
each other, “Were not our hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures
to us?” So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem.

Companion Worksheets: Session 4

See

What are the spaces or moments when you feel closest to God and to his Son, Jesus Christ? (p. 34)
Describe one of those moments.

Let us consider for a moment how our intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus has been the source of
many fruits that make it possible for us to give witness as missionary disciples today.  

Judge

What fruits am I bearing in my ordinary life as a missionary disciple in my family, in the parish
community, and in society?  With whom do I share those gifts?
How am I allowing the Good News to become part of me, and how do I share that with others? 

Pope Francis reminds us that a missionary disciple of Jesus, “finds a way to let the word take flesh in a
particular situation and bears fruits of new life, however imperfect or incomplete these may appear (EG, 24) (p.
35).



Companion Worksheets: Session 4

Act

How can we act concretely on behalf of those in need?
How can we show the love of Christ to others?

Jesus’s words are very clear: “By their fruits you will know them” (Mt. 7:16). Christian witness cannot remain
limited to words only, or mere good intentions.  We need to act. (p. 36)

Missionary Action

Diocesan Social Action Office - https://www.ccdocle.org/service-areas/diocesan-social-action-office
Diocese of Cleveland Parish Life Ministry - https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/offices/parish-life

 Make a commitment to learn more about the ways the Church reaches out to people in the local and global
peripheries. Find out what social ministries are present in your parish or diocese. Here are some websites you
can visit about important ministries the Church carries out:

Share something you've learned about the services offered through the Diocese or at the parish with others and
invite them to some way support the outreaches of the Parish and the Diocese 

Adapted from Creating a Culture of Encounter: A Guide for Joyful Missionary Disciples from the USCCB.  Unless otherwise noted, all citations refer to this document 


