
St. Andre Scholars Program  
helps St. Edward High School  
live its mission

T H I R T E E N  S T .  E D W A R D  H I G H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T S  W H O 
C O N S T I T U T E  T H E  S T .  A N D R E  S C H O L A R S  P R O G R A M  A R E  
P A R T  O F  T H E  S C H O O L  C O M M U N I T Y,  J U S T  L I K E  T H E I R  P E E R S  
A T  T H E  A L L - B O Y S  C A T H O L I C  H I G H  S C H O O L  I N  L A K E W O O D ,  
W H I C H  I S  A  M I N I S T R Y  O F  T H E  B R O T H E R S  O F  T H E  H O LY  C R O S S .

But there is one major difference. 
Each has a diagnosed intellectual dis-
ability or other diagnosis indicating 
the need for specialized instruction 
in a special education program. Re-
nee Zorger, program director, said the 
program which began five years ago, 
is gaining traction. Students with a 
diagnosed cognitive disability who 
are significantly below grade level ac-
ademically, receive a modified curric-
ulum with a focus on career prepared-
ness based on their diagnosed scope 
of learning potential. After four years, 
they earn a SEHS diploma.

The first three St. Andre Scholars 
graduated in the spring. One attends a 
program for students with disabilities 
at Kent State University. Another is a 
ball boy for the Cleveland Charge, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers’ minor league af-
filiate, and the third is in a program to 
help him find suitable employment.

DID YOU KNOW?

St. Andre Bessette was a Holy 
Cross brother in Canada who had 

a great devotion to St. Joseph 
and Jesus’ passion. The first 
member of the congregation 
to be canonized, he worked 
as a porter, messenger and 

sacristan and was known for his 
generosity. He died at age 91 in 

1939 and was canonized in 2010. 

LEARN MORE

Visit sehs.net/sasp,  
call Renee at 216.221.3776  
or email rzorger@sehs.net

“We look ahead to life beyond 
graduation,” Renee said, noting the 
students have a modified curriculum 
that includes math, language, read-
ing, life skills and communication. 
They also participate in select inclu-
sion courses like theology. 

“Having St. Andre Scholars in my 
theology classes has definitely en-
hanced my teaching and learning for 
the rest of the students,” said Owen 
Williams, a 2013 SEHS graduate. “My 
teaching has become more thoughtful 
and I look at developing programs 
for all students rather than just a 
‘deep dive’ (into the subject matter),”  
he said.

“Brotherhood and family are major 
things. Without the St. Andre Schol-
ars, we wouldn’t be living our mis-
sion,” Owen added.

Renee said each St. Andre Scholar 
participates in a buddy program with  

a same-age peer to help them navigate 
the community period and to encour-
age participation in school activities. 
Several attended the recent home-
coming festivities.

Senior Chance Robinson is a mem-
ber of the school’s storied wrestling 
team. He also participates in choir, 
liturgical choir, assisted with retreat 
planning and helps with the SEHS 
Labre ministry, packing hygiene  
bags for distribution to the needy in 
Cleveland.

“I like the community here. It 
feels great to be part of the program,” 
Chance said. “My favorite things are 
math and career studies. I like being 
active.”

Freshman Nick Gray — whose twin 
brothers are SEHS seniors — is a man-
ager for the freshman basketball team. 
His classmate David Burke is a mem-
ber of the robotics club. Fellow fresh-
man Colton Mazey is a student ambas-
sador, a member of the bowling team 
and an after-school classroom cleaner. 

The students also work with the 
entrepreneurship and engineering de-
partments to create an annual product 
to share with the school community 
during the holiday season. This year, 
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C E L E B R AT I N G  C AT H O L I C  S C H O O L S :

Q U A L I T Y E D U C AT I O N , 
H O L I S T I C  F O R M AT I O N  
H E L P  T R A N S F O R M  L I V E S

Jan. 30 through Feb. 5 is national Catholic 
Schools Week, and we in the Diocese of 
Cleveland have much to celebrate.

FRANK W. 
O’LINN, ED.D.,  
is secretary of 
education and 
superintendent 

of schools.

Our Catholic schools partner with parents to provide 
high-quality, holistic formation, preparing young people 
with the knowledge and skills necessary for success in life 
and the values necessary for life-everlasting in the king-
dom to come. Spanning all eight counties of the diocese, 
we are blessed to have many diverse options. The Dio-
cese of Cleveland is the 23rd-largest diocese in the United 
States, but it features the nation’s 6th-largest enrollment 
in Catholic schools, an indication of the value of Catholic 
education to the faithful today and for the future. 

This year’s State of the Schools report features facts 
and statistics about our Catholic schools as well as sto-
ries highlighting their mission and excellence. One ex-
citing fact is that for the first time in decades, overall 
enrollment in Catholic schools has increased this year, 
up 1.2% to 38,312 students in preschool through grade 
12. This is joyful news for a system that has been de-
creasing for decades. Even more exciting are the stories 

of what those young people are experiencing in an enriching environment 
illuminated by faith.

As the stories in these pages illustrate, our schools live the Church’s mis-
sion daily. Catholic schools transform lives, both by the formation of young 
people in an irresistibly Catholic, academically excellent culture, and by the 
zeal that those students and graduates exude when they go forth from their 
schools, exemplifying the words of St. Catherine of Siena: “Be who God 
meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.”

Please read on to learn about the cultures of encounter and accompaniment 
that form young people to be missionary disciples of Christ, a formation that 
creates lifelong learners and thinkers who lead and serve those around them. 
Our children are among our greatest gifts from God, and Catholic schools 
contribute to their formation for the future of the Church and of our world. 

LEARN MORE

Catholic schools 
within the Diocese 

of Cleveland 
welcome all. If you 
are interested, the 

Office for Cath-
olic Education 

encourages you 
to complete the 

inquiry form at di-
oceseofcleveland.
org/exploreour-
schools and a 
representative 

from the office will 
contact you.

they made cutting boards. With teach-
er supervision, students fill the orders 
for delivery or mailing to customers. 

Scholars also learn about problem 
solving, drawing inferences, how to 
read a situation and budgeting time 
and money. One exercise gave each 
of the students a $100 budget and 
tasked them with “buying” four ap-
propriate Christmas gifts after visit-
ing the Target website, Renee said.

Scholars also do internships with 
departments in the school, includ-
ing the cafeteria and bookstore, to 
get some work experience. And they 
can broaden their horizons by taking 
elective courses like visual arts and 
ceramics, strength and conditioning, 
computer programming, film, band 
and more.

“They are welcomed and integrated 
into the St. Edward community,” Re-
nee said. 

Several other high schools in the diocese 
also offer special programs or learning 
accommodations for students with 
specialized needs, including:

St. Vincent-St. Mary High School, Akron 
offers a new Transition to Work program to 
help student explore careers and participate 
in job-based internships, ensuring they have 
the skills needed to be successful in the 
work place. They receive specific training 
and skill development enabling them to 
become employed after graduation. The 
program is a partnership with the Charles 
and Salome Reymann Foundation. Visit 
stvm.com or call 330.253.9113.

Cleveland Central Catholic High School, 
Cleveland offers a variety of specialized 
programs and scholarships for students 
with special needs. About 20% of the 
student population is enrolled in special 
courses, some of which focus on social 
skills and directed study. Nine intervention 
specialists work daily with 102 students 
to assist them with learning skills. Where 
needed, CCCHS also has an inclusion teacher 
in the classroom to collaborate with the 
teacher to plan a modified curriculum. Visit 
centralcatholichs.org or call 216.441.4700.
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A
K R O N ’ S  N O R T H  H I L L  N E I G H B O R H O O D  I S  K N O W N 

F O R  I T S  D I V E R S I T Y,  B U T  T H A T  W A S N ’ T  A L W A Y S  T H E 

C A S E .  F O R  M A N Y  Y E A R S ,  I T  W A S  H O M E  T O  E U R O P E A N 

I M M I G R A N T S  ―  P R I M A R I LY  I T A L I A N  A N D  P O L I S H .

St. Anthony of Padua Parish was 
established in 1933 to serve the ar-
ea’s large Italian population. As the 
neighborhood began changing in the 
1970s, so did the parish and school. 
Now, the school educates children 
from many different cultures.

Notre Dame Ace Academies- 
Akron began a partnership with St. 
Anthony of Padua School this year, 
embracing the school’s diversity. 
Scott Embacher, regional director, 
Notre Dame Ace Academies-Ak-
ron, said North Hill has one of the 
largest Mon populations in the area, 
with many of the children attending 
St. Anthony.

The Mon state is a division of 
Myanmar, formerly known as Bur-
ma. The Southeast Asian country 
borders Bangladesh, China and Laos, 
and includes more than 100 ethnic 
groups, including Karen. 

Several Karen families attend St. 
Anthony and live in the close-knit 
North Hill community, including 
Law Klot and her husband, Yu Htee. 
They spent most of their lives in a 
refugee camp in Thailand, living in 
a tiny bamboo house without a door, 
sleeping on mats with their seven old-
er children. An eighth child, Romeo 
Htee, was born in Akron. Law Klot 
stays home to care for the children, 

S T .  A N T H O N Y  O F  P A D U A  S C H O O L  I N  A K R O N  E M B R A C E S  S T U D E N T S ’  D I V E R S I T Y

STORY AND 

PHOTOS BY 

CAROL KOVACH

ages 6-20. Four of the children — 
Paw Poe, 13, a seventh-grader; Paw 
Say, 10, a fourth-grader; Hart Paw, 
8, a second-grader; and Romeo, 6, a 
kindergartener, attend St. Anthony. 
Three older siblings — ages 15, 17 
and 18 — attend North High School. 
Hae Klay, 18, served as an interpreter 
for his mother during a recent in-
terview. The family speaks Karen at 
home, but the children are fluent in 
English. Principal Kathy Wolf said 
St. Anthony ensures a translator is 
available for parent-teacher confer-
ences and as needed.

Law Klot takes English as a Sec-
ond Language classes and receives 
translation assistance from the In-
ternational Institute in Akron. When 
asked why they came to America, 
her answer was simple: “for a better 
life.” She was born in a refugee camp 
and until coming to America, that’s 
the only life the children knew. “We 
had some hard times. I am happy 
to be here, but I miss my friends in 
Thailand,” she said. 

 St. Anthony of Padua School in Akron 
has a very diverse student population. 
The school joined the Notre Dame ACE 
Academies network this year.

 Hart Paw, Romeo Htee, Hae Klay, 
Paw Poe and Paw Say stand in front 

of a mural representing St. Anthony of 
Padua inside the school entrance.
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LEARN MORE

Call 330.253.6918 
or visit stanthony-
akron.com for 
more information 
about St. Anthony 
School.

Notre Dame ACE 
Academies are 
part of a national 
network of 
schools affiliated 
with the University 
of Notre Dame 
and its Alliance 
for Catholic 
Education.  
St. Augustine 
School in 
Barberton also 
joined the ACE 
Academies 
network this 
school year.

It took several years before they 
could move to America. After living 
briefly in Cleveland, the family set-
tled in the North Hill area near rel-
atives. They live in a three-bedroom 
house — with doors — and every-
one has their own bed. Their father 
works nearby.

Paw Say said they like their school, 
their house and the community. The 
children’s favorite subjects are math, 
history and religion. The children 
also enjoy attending Mass with their 
classes. The family is Christian but 
not Catholic.

Their favorite foods are fried rice, 
pork, beef, fish and chili paste. The 
children, much like their American 
classmates, enjoy fast food, includ-
ing Chick-fil-A, McDonald’s, pizza, 
hot dogs, barbecue, chips and tacos.

Snow was a surprise to them 
since they had never seen it before 
moving to Ohio. “I love it,” said Paw 
Say. Hae Klay admitted that the old-
er family members don’t like it as 
much because it can make driving 

S T .  A N T H O N Y  O F  P A D U A  S C H O O L  I N  A K R O N  E M B R A C E S  S T U D E N T S ’  D I V E R S I T Y
to work difficult.

Family members said they would 
like to become American citizens. 

In addition to the Karen families, 
Scott said St. Anthony’s student pop-
ulation includes children from Afri-
can nations such as Liberia. 

Francis Rogers, a native of Libe-
ria, stopped by to pick up daugh-
ters Naomi, 11, a sixth-grader, and 
Iris, 7, a second-grader. He and his 
wife, Gertrude, settled here 15 years 
ago, and three of their children were 
born here. 

Precious, 18, attended St. Antho-
ny’s for middle school before head-
ing to Akron Early College. She’s 
now at Ohio University. Francis, 15, 
is at Early College.

“The International Institute re-
settled us,” Francis said, explaining 
they were refugees fleeing the vio-
lence in their native country. The 
Rogers spent time in a refugee camp 
in Sierra Leone. Their transition 
was easier because they spoke most-
ly English in Africa. 

They are Christian but not Catho-
lic, and have no relatives in the area. 
However, they have made friends in 
the community who are like extend-
ed family.

Naomi and Iris said they enjoy St. 
Anthony’s, which they have attend-
ed since kindergarten, and are glad 
their parents enrolled them. “I like 
math,” Naomi added. 

Francis said the family members 
are proud to be American citizens, 
and they are happy in Akron but 
would like to return to Liberia to 
visit their family and friends.

The entire St. Anthony commu-
nity, with support from Notre Dame 
ACE Academies, works to help the 
resettled students acclimate to school 
and ensure their needs are met. The 
school offers rigorous academics, a 
vibrant Catholic identity and a path 
to high school and college.

Hard work, love and faith are the 
keys to success, Scott said, some-
thing the St. Anthony students and 
their families embrace. 

 Francis Rogers relaxes in 
the school office with his 
daughters Naomi and Iris.
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S T .  A L B E R T  S T U D E N T S  J O I N  
C H R I S T  C H I L D  S O C I E T Y  T O  C O L L E C T , 
D I S T R I B U T E  H A T S  A N D  G L O V E S

T wo eighth-graders from St. 
Albert the Great School in 
North Royalton helped en-
sure that preschool children 

living in poverty in Northeast Ohio would 
have a warm hat and gloves or mittens this 
winter. As they prepare for confirmation, 
Talen Blogna and Gianna LoSchiavo used 
their required eight service hours ― and 
then some ― to coordinate the project 
throughout their school. 

“Talen and Gianna exceeded all 
expectations, collecting more than 
1,000 hats and gloves/mittens for the 
preschool children we serve,” Julie 
said. 

“We went to all the classrooms 
and talked to the kids about where 
the hats and gloves would be going,” 
Gianna said. 

Talen said they put a plastic laun-
dry basket in each classroom where 
students would place their dona-
tions. He and Gianna collected the 
items regularly, and in October, 
when the collection was finished, 
they sorted and counted the items, 
and then placed them into large, 
clear plastic bags.

Julie and Jo Anne Nally, co-chair of 
the Christ Child Society’s winter coat 
program, arranged to meet the stu-
dents at St. Albert the Great to pick 
up the hats, gloves and mittens.

Talen and Gianna said they de-
cided to collaborate with the Christ 
Child Society for their collection 
because they knew about the organi-
zation’s efforts to provide coats and 
gloves to children living in poverty.  

They were recognized as the first 
members of the Junior Christ Child 
Service Team from St. Albert the Great 
School, Julie said, explaining the pilot 
program. “Our Junior Christ Child 
Service Program is a pilot program 
giving students an opportunity to 
follow in the Christ Child mission to 
challenge childhood poverty in Great-
er Cleveland through the support of 
our many programs,” Julie said.

“Through their leadership, Talen 
and Gianna communicated aware-
ness among their student body of 
the need for hats and mittens for 
little children living in poverty and 
promoted their message ‘to help chil-
dren less fortunate than they are’ to 
keep warm this winter,” Julie said.

The Christ Child Society collab-
orated with 21 social service orga-
nizations in Cleveland to distribute 
the coats, hats, gloves and mittens 
in time for the winter weather, Julie 
said. “More than 1,000 preschoolers 
living in poverty will be warmed this 
winter with new hats, mittens and 
winter coats and their mothers will 
be very grateful,” she added. 

STORY BY  

CAROL KOVACH

PHOTO 

PROVIDED BY 

DEVON AND  

MIKE BLOGNA

LEARN MORE

For more than a century, 
the Christ Child Society 
of Cleveland has worked 
to meet the growing 
needs of children in 
Greater Cleveland.  
The nonprofit provides 
warm coats, hats and 
gloves, “My Stuff” bags, 
layettes, beds, school 
uniforms, preschool 
reading enrichment  
and elementary school 
library programs.

“Nothing is ever too 
much to do for a child,” 
said Mary Virginia 
Merrick, Christ Child 
Society founder.

 Talen Blogna and Gianna 
LoSchiavo sort through the hats, 

gloves and mittens collected at 
St. Albert the Great School.

Julie Jerdonek, Christ Child’s ser-
vice vice president, explained that 
there was an unfilled need for 800 
hat and mitten sets for preschoolers 
at the time she was approached by 
Talen and Gianna. Although chil-
dren would be given a new winter 
coat through the Christ Child pro-
gram, hats and mittens were desir-
able to complete a warm outfit. 
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I n the year since Bishop 
Edward Malesic introduced 
Keeping the Faith: The Fu-
ture of Catholic Elementary 

Schools, much work has taken 
place to lay a foundation for the 
future of Catholic education in 
the Diocese of Cleveland.

A diverse task force of more than 60 people, including 
Father John Betters, pastor of SS. Robert and William and 
St. John of the Cross parishes in Euclid; Frank O’Linn, 
superintendent of schools; the bishop’s senior staff; the 
diocesan Office of Catholic Education; clergy; principals; 
parents; school staff and education experts have been 
working since February to develop strategic recommen-
dations to present to Bishop Malesic mid-year.

Six subcommittees were formed to examine issues and 
explore creative ideas pertaining to Catholic identity and 
academic quality, leadership, data, finances, governance 
and marketing/communications. A series of listening ses-
sions is underway to gather additional input from stake-
holders for the initiative.

“We have many accomplishments to celebrate in our 
Catholic schools. We have a solid foundation to build 
upon. However, we also have many challenges,” the 
bishop said, at a recent listening session. He listed ris-
ing costs, limited resources, aging infrastructure, small-
er family sizes, high rates of disaffiliation, quality public 
schools with newer facilities and the need to attend to 
other pastoral ministries as among those challenges.

“We also have many opportunities,” he added. These 
include a powerful legacy, growing availability of public 
financing, increasing leadership, committed parents, en-
terprising leaders at the local and diocesan levels and a 
powerful commitment in the diocese to preserve and re-
new Catholic education.

Keeping the Faith  
aims to strengthen 
schools in diocese

As Keeping the Faith develops, Bishop Malesic  
said he expects the following items likely will be  
part of the plan:

•   The schools are essential centers of evangelization 
and means of forming missionary disciples.

•   The schools are the responsibility of the entire 
Catholic community.

•   Lead with zeal and without fear, being proactive 
and strategic, embracing transparency, communi-
cation and support.

•   Know that we are better together and are one 
body in Christ with a diversity of gifts and talents.

“Without a doubt, educating our children in a Catholic 
environment is one of the most important things we can 
do as Catholic people,” the bishop said. 

He also offered words of support for those engaged in 
Catholic education. “I am most grateful for your presence 
and the generous gift of your time and talent. I know you 
may not always hear it, but people appreciate your minis-
try and the Lord is pleased,” he said.

After receiving the task force’s recommendations in the 
spring, Bishop Malesic said he will review the plan with 
additional consultation to determine his priorities for 
implementation. Though focused on elementary schools, 
he also anticipates the plan’s effects will help strengthen 
Catholic high schools, parish schools of religion, youth 
ministry and adult faith formation programs. 

LEARN MORE
Visit dioceseof-
cleveland.org/

keepingthefaith

Additional 
listening sessions 

will be 6:30-8 
p.m. Jan. 12 at 
Lake Catholic 
High School in 

Mentor and Jan. 
19 at Magnificat 
High School in 
Rocky River.  

A virtual session 
is planned for  

Jan. 26. 
Register at  

dioceseofcleve-
land.org/ 

keepingthefaith.
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