Universal Prayer Suggestions
for the Solemnity of Christ the King

NOTE: There should only be five or so petitions for the Universal Prayer during the Mass (also known as the “Prayer of the Faithful” or the “petitions”), one for each of the following categories:
1. for the needs of the Church
2. for public authorities and the salvation of the whole world
3. for those burdened by any kind of difficulty
4. for the local community
5. for the faithful departed.

Below are options from which to choose within the different categories of prayer.  We suggest using only a few of these prayers, replacing the regular prayer said for that category with one of these.


Priest/Presider: 
Christ the King is seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven. Let us approach him in humility and confidence as God’s sons and daughters to pray for the needs of the Church and the world.

Deacon/Reader(s): 

For the needs of the Church

For the Holy Father and all leaders of the Church, that they may genuinely accompany the faithful, especially youth and young adults, in service to Christ the King, we pray to the Lord.

For Catholics around the world today who, in solidarity with us, are celebrating youth and young adults, that we may continue to advocate and support young people in our communities, we pray to the Lord.

For public authorities and the salvation of the whole world

For youth and young adults of all nations, cultures, and races, that under the guidance of Christ, King of the Universe, they may aspire to become protagonists of transformation and peace, we pray to the Lord.

For young people serving in public office, the military, law enforcement, public service, and all who are in any position of authority, that Christ the King may always guide their servant leadership, we pray to the Lord.

For those burdened by any kind of difficulty

For young people on the margins of society, for those suffering in body and mind, and for those who are lost and alone, that they may find the concrete support of a loving community of faith, we pray to the Lord.

For young people who are struggling with school, decisions about the future, job loss, economic uncertainty, or anxiety in their work, that they may find strength and direction along their vocational path, we pray to the Lord.

For the community

For youth and young adults who teach, witness, and share their faith and accompany their peers along the journey towards Christ the King, that they may be strengthened in their vocation, we pray to the Lord.

For all those who accompany youth and young adults on their faith journey in the Church, that they may be strengthened and supported for the invaluable work they do in Christ’s name, we pray to the Lord.

For the faithful departed

For all who have died, in a particular way those young people who died at an early age, that they may find rest in the arms of Christ the Lord in his heavenly Kingdom, we pray to the Lord.

For the faithful departed who are beloved by young people in our community, that their memory may be a guide and blessing for all generations that follow them, we pray to the Lord.


Priest/Presider: 
Lord, our God, we bring to you our fervent prayers, those voiced and those in the silence of our hearts. We join them to young Mary of Nazareth and all the prophets and loved ones gone before us. Hear the prayers of your people gathered and grant them in your wisdom and mercy. To Christ the King, robed in majesty and justice, be glory and power for ever and ever. 
R:/ Amen.


Adapted from the USCCB National Pastoral Guidebook for the Global Celebration of Young People (English), pp. 48-50.  Find more options for petitions there.
