
Family Perspectives 

 
Advent (2020) and Christmastide (2021) [Year B] 

29 November 2020 – Advent I 

6 December 2020 – Advent II 

8 December 2020 – The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

13 December 2020 – Advent III 

20 December 2020 – Advent IV 

25 December 2020 – The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

27 December 2020 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

1 January 2021 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

3 January 2021 – The Epiphany of the Lord 

10 January 2021 – The Baptism of the Lord 

 

 



 

 

29 November 2020 – Advent I 

 

Jesus illustrates the need for watchfulness with the parable of a master leaving his 

servants in charge as he travels abroad, having placed a gatekeeper “on the watch.”  

While Jesus’s parable seems to warn against becoming drowsy lest the day of his 

return, Isaiah is eager for God to make his presence known again in the midst of his 

people.  How often in our families and in our spiritual lives do we cry out to God 

seeking comfort and tenderness?  How is Jesus calling you to be watchful and alert this 

Advent season? 

 

Universal Prayer 

For those who labor throughout the world, may the dignity of their work be upheld 

with safe conditions and a just wage . . .  

 

 
 

6 December 2020 – Advent II 

 

In the first reading, Isaiah calls for every valley to be filled in and every mountain to be 

made low.  What mountains and valleys need attention in your family life at this 



moment?  Our lives as Christians follow a pattern of continual conversion.  How is 

your family embracing the preparation of the Lord’s coming this Advent season? 

 

Universal Prayer 

For all gathered here, formed by the Word of God, may we turn our hearts and minds 

to the work of preparing the way of the Lord . . .  

 

 

 

8 December 2020 – The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Has there been a time in your life when, like Adam, you were tempted to hide from 

God out of fear of shame?  The psalmist calls us to “sing to the Lord a new song.”  

Over the past year, where have you experienced “newness” in your relationships 

within your family?   

Universal Prayer: 

For those who are burdened with mental and spiritual illness, may they find solace 

and peace in God’s unfailing love and mercy. . .  

 



13 December 2020 – Advent III 

In today’s gospel, we hear the preaching of John the Baptist, this time from John’s 

gospel.  When the priests and Levites question John about his identity, he points 

instead to one who is coming after him, one whom they “do not recognize.”  As 

mysterious as these words must have been for the people who first heard them, they 

also hold a mystery for us.  How is Christ in our midst, right here, right now, and do 

we recognize him? 

Universal Prayer: 

For all those who grieve, may they know the tender compassion of God and find joy 

and peace in the midst of sorrow. . .  

 

 

20 December 2020 – Advent IV 

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul names God as “him who can strengthen you.”  This 

time of living through a global pandemic has brought many in our families to 

challenges, events, hardships and trials.  Which of these events might God be calling 

you to turn over to God’s strengthening power?  In the gospel reading, Gabriel greets 

Mary, “Hail, full of grace!  The Lord is with you.”  Would what your reaction be if 

these words were directed towards you? 

Universal Prayer: 

For families who lack food, water, shelter, and clothing, may those who have an 

abundance willingly share with those who have nothing . . .  

 

 



25 December 2020 – The Nativity of the Lord 

Throughout the entire season of Christmastide, there is a strong theme of light and 

darkness.  At Mass today we hear proclaimed, “the people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light.”  This Christmastide will be different for many of us as we 

journey through the corona virus pandemic.  For us as Christians, the light is a 

concept, but even more, it is a person.  In Jesus’s life all darkness is dispelled.  Let us 

hold on to hope this Christmastide and proclaim that light is always stronger than 

darkness. 

Universal Prayer: 

For children throughout the world, may they be provided with the love, support, and 

resources necessary to grow in wisdom and grace . . .  

 

 

 

27 December 2020 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

We come to know Jesus through both word and sacrament.  The words of the Bible 

illuminate our minds and lift our spirits to consider things not as human beings do but 

from the perspective of our divine and heavenly God:  God the Creator, Jesus the 

Redeemer and the Holy Spirit.  In considering the life of the Holy Family in Nazareth, 

we might ponder:  How can we also look at the events of our days as a constant living 

with the word of God?  How do we make room and space for this word to dwell 

within us richly?  How do we experience Jesus as consolation and comfort? 

Universal Prayer: 

For the families of the universal church, by putting on the compassion, kindness, and 

humility of Christ may we be united in all that we do . . . 



1 January 2021 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

In the first reading, God instructs Aaron on how to bless the people.  How have you 

experienced God’s blessing this past year?  In the gospel the shepherds go “in haste” to 

visit the newborn baby Jesus.  Their excitement and curiosity lead them to the manger.  

What aspect of faith has you excited and curious at this moment?  How do you make 

time for contemplative prayer in your family life? 

Universal Prayer: 

For all gathered here around the table of the Lord, may this coming year be a time of 

growth, healing, and renewal . . .  

 

 

 

3 January 2021 – The Epiphany of the Lord 

While we find within the gospel and the second reading historical events in which 

Jews and Gentiles are brought together by the light of Christ, we are still waiting for 

the fullness of Isaiah’s prophecy to take place in which the radiance of God’s peace will 

eradicate the darkness of violence, war, pain, suffering and bloodshed.  We are 

reminded that the newborn king of the Jews was not found in the palace in Jerusalem 

but in a humble home in Bethlehem.  How does your family recognize Jesus in the 

poor and the vulnerable? 

Universal Prayer: 

For families who suffer from religious persecution throughout the world, may the fruit 

of inter-religious dialogue and ecumenism lead to safety of worship for all . . .  

 



 

 

10 January 2021 – The Baptism of the Lord 

Today’s feast calls to mind the day of our own baptism.  John the Baptist proclaims 

that Jesus will baptize “with the Holy Spirit.”  What does this mean to you?  How have 

you experienced the actions of the Holy Spirit most in your family life?  Where in your 

family life are you in need of the peace of God, which casts out all anxieties, doubts, 

and fears? 

Universal Prayer: 

For all those who are incarcerated, may they know the support of a forgiving and 

loving community, and encounter opportunities for growth and healing. . .  

 

 

 


