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Deacons Assisting at Mass during the Coronavirus Pandemic

These liturgical guidelines are designed to help you make decisions regarding diaconal liturgical 
ministry during the reopening phase of the pandemic. The pastor of the parish will make the final 
decision regarding how liturgical ministers, including the role of the deacon, will be utilized during 
the celebration of Mass. 

The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in effect. Deacons as well as 
all the faithful who are at higher risk of serious complications from COVID-19, are strongly urged 
to refrain from participating in the public celebration of Mass and participate through the 
continued livestreaming that will be done from the Cathedral and other parishes throughout the 
diocese.  

Items to consider: 

1. In whatever liturgical role they take, deacons should model best practices – wearing a mask, 
avoiding physical contact, and maintaining six feet of physical distancing.

2. The chair for the deacon in the sanctuary should be located a minimum of six feet physical 
distance from the priest celebrant’s chair.

3. Deacons should only vest in their own personal albs, stoles, and/or dalmatics, rather than in 
parish vestments, unless these items can be laundered after each use.

4. Deacons assisting at Mass should wear a mask for any processions; for any portion of the 
Liturgy of the Word during which he does not proclaim; for the preparation of the altar and 
gifts; throughout the Eucharistic Prayer; and for the distribution of Communion.

5. Deacons assisting at Mass need not wear a mask while giving instructions to the assembly, 
serving as lector, preaching, or proclaiming the universal prayer.

6. The entrance procession should be simple, taking the shortest path possible, and limiting or 
eliminating passage through the assembly.

7. If incense is used, the priest celebrant should handle the incense himself, without the 
assistance of either deacon or altar server.

8. Deacons should not be used to hold the Roman Missal for the presider.
9. The deacon should remove their mask prior to proclaiming the word of God and replace it 

afterwards.
10. Offertory processions should be suspended. 
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a. The gifts of bread and wine should be brought to the altar simply from the credence 
table in the sanctuary or near the altar.  

11. During the Eucharistic Prayer, the deacon stands a minimum of six feet physical distance from 
the Priest, and slightly behind him.  The deacon should remain masked. 

12. At the final doxology the deacon, while remaining masked, moves up to the altar and receives 
the chalice. The priest elevates the paten and the deacon the chalice remaining as far apart as 
possible. Both vessels are elevated until the Great Amen has been completed. 

13. The Sign of Peace is omitted. 
14. After the priest’s Communion, the deacon will receive Holy Communion from the plate only 

during the pandemic.  
15. Instructions for the distribution of Holy Communion to the assembly should be clearly stated 

prior to the beginning of the distribution, by either the deacon or the priest celebrant. 
16. All Communion ministers should be masked, including the deacon and priest celebrant.  
17. Distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended for the assembly.   

a. If any physical contact occurs between the communicant and the priest/minister, the 
minister should immediately sanitize his hands with alcohol-based sanitizer. 

THE CONCLUDING RITE  

18. Together with the priest celebrant the deacon venerates the altar with a kiss. 
19. The closing recession should be simple, taking the shortest path possible, and limiting or 

eliminating passage through the assembly. 


