Instructions for Discerning Delegates to the Diocesan Pre-Synodal Gathering
Every parish, school or Catholic organization that participated in the synodal process is
encouraged to discern, select, and send no more than five (5) delegates to the Diocesan PreSynodal Gathering on Saturday, 11 June 2022 at the Cleveland Public Auditorium. The
objective of the Diocesan Pre-Synodal Meeting is to bring together a representative crosssection of the whole diocese, and to enable participants to pray, listen, reflect, and discern
the next steps of our journeying together. We will begin at 10:00 am and conclude with Mass
at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist at 4:30 pm. Immediately following Mass, Bishop
Malesic will lead a Eucharistic Procession from the Cathedral to St. Peter's where we will end
with Benediction and Adoration.
The primary criteria for delegates is that the person must have participated in the Synod
listening sessions. Please use the recommended categories below to discern and select your
delegates and do not substitute. This will help us ensure that those gathered represent the
broad diversity of people and ministries within our Diocese. The point of contact for the
parish or organization will receive a direct link for online registration starting in April.

Category

Description

Number

Young People

Young Catholics younger than age 35.

1

Seasoned Leaders

Pastoral leaders known in the community who have
been involved in ministry for several years.

1

Other Lay People

Individuals who added something new or surprising
to the process.

1

Pastoral Personnel

A pastoral leader who holds a decision-making
position.

2

A Few Recommendations to Consider During the Discernment
Minors under age 18 need to be accompanied by an adult chaperone and have signed
parental consent. If delegates are traveling together, be aware of all safe environment
protocols between adults and youth. Contact the Child Protection Office if there are
questions.
Maintain a gender balance among the delegates: 50% women, 50% men.
At least one of the delegates should be ordained or belong to a religious community.
Include delegates that represent various ministries in your faith community.
Consider people whose voices are often inadequately heard, such as those who
experience poverty, the elderly, minority groups, people with disabilities, etc.

