The Hope of Lumen Gentium

by Fr. Damian Ference, Vicar of Evangelization | Secretary for Parish Life & Spectal Ministries

It serves us well during this Jubilee Year of Hope to return to the documents of the Second Vatican
Council to remind of where we are going and how best to get there. The very first line of Lumen Gentium
— the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church — reminds us: “Christ is the light of the nations and
consequently this holy synod, gathered together in the holy Spirit, ardently desires to bring all
humanity that light of Christ which is resplendent on the face of the church, by proclaiming his Gospel
to every creature” (LG, 1). Note that the Council does not say “some of humanity,” or “most of
humanity,” but “all of humanity.” It's a good reminder that God took on human flesh to save all of us,

which is good news, and it gives us reason to hope.

“THIS HOLY SYNOD... ARDENTLY
DESIRES TO BRING ALL HUMANITY
THAT LIGHT OF CHRIST.”

Lumen Gentium, 1

Lumen Gentium also reminds us that every baptized
Christian — not just the clergy and religious and those
who work for the church in some capacity — but that
every baptized Christian by his or her baptism is
called to a life of holiness (LG, 39). That means that we
all have work to do. We all need to have a prayer life, a
community, and a heart for serving others. Each of us.
All of us.

Finally, Lumen Gentium reminds us that we are a
pilgrim church (LG, 48), that we are not static but
dynamic. We are on the move. We are heading toward
our heavenly homeland. The 2025 Jubilee logo
captures the image of the pilgrim church well, in a
boat, clinging to the Cross, together, on our way to our
heavenly home.

There is no need to fear. There is every reason to
hope. God is good. And God is with us.
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Witnesses of Hope

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

Edith Stein was born on October 12,
1891, to a Jewish family in Breslau,
Germany. As an early teen, Edith lost her
faith in God and ceased praying, though
her search for truth remained. After
reading the autobiography of St. Teresa
of Avila, she recognized the truth she
was searching for. Edith was baptized
and later she entered the Discalced
Carmelite Monastery in Cologne. The
Carmelite superiors transferred her to
the Netherlands following Hitler's rise to
power, though she and all other Catholic
converts from Judaism were arrested in
1942. On August 9, 1942, Sr. Teresa died
in a gas chamber at Auschwitz.







