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Finding Hope in the Ministry of the Successor of St. Peter
by Fr. Joseph Mamich, Secretary and Vicar for Clergy and Religious

We are in the season of new life — with recent graduations, longer days, and better weather, we cannot
help but to notice and be filled with the newness around us. The great feast of Pentecost reminds us
that at the first Pentecost “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4) and that same Spirt

still guides and direct us today.

Yet this June seems different, particularly after the
death of Pope Francis. But our faithful and true God
provides for us as we rejoice with the choice of a
new Holy Father. With the election of Pope Leo XIV,
a fellow American, just like with the election of
Pope Francis, a new Springtime emerges in the
Church.

After a loss, new life is found! Hope is renewed in
the possibilities afforded by a new Holy Father. In
Christus Dominus, the Decree Concerning the
Pastoral Office of Bishops, we read that “the Roman
pontiff, as the successor of Peter, to whom Christ
entrusted the feeding of His sheep and lambs” thus
Pope Leo XIV becomes the visible sign of Christ in
presence our world today (CD 2).

As the Holy Spirit inspires our new Holy Father, we
remember that lay, religious, and priests must
work together in transforming our Church and
world. As the first disciples at the first Pentecost,
we must go forth — we must go out — and we must
allow the Spirit to proceed and renew the face of
the earth. Perhaps, surrounded by the new life of
this Pentecost, we would do well to pause in
thanksgiving for the ministry of Pope Francis, offer
a prayer for protection and health for Pope Leo XIV,
and ask the Lord to renew our hope and to assist
us in working to bring Christ to the world through
our actions and words.
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Witnesses of Hope
St. Jobn Fisher

Born in the middle of the 15th century, John
Fisher quickly rose to prominence in England
following his education at Cambridge. In 1497,
he was appointed confessor of Lady Margaret
Beaufort, mother of Henry VII; in 1504, he became
the Bishop of Rochester and was appointed the
Chancellor of Cambridge where he tutored the
young Prince Henry, who would grow up to be
King Henry VIII. In 1527, the Bishop steadfastly
opposed Henry VIlII's desire to divorce Catherine
of Aragon and, along with Thomas More, refused
to acknowledge the King as the head of the
Church in England. John Fisher was arrested for
his opposition to the crown in 1534 and later
beheaded.

St. John Fisher followed in the footsteps of
another great saint, St. John the Baptist, in
defending the Church’'s teaching on marriage
even until death. His commitment to these
principles, despite persecution and disagreement
from his fellow bishops, should encourage us to
always proclaim the truth in charity. May St. John
Fisher pray for us and teach us how to persevere
as we share the Word of God with those around
us.







