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LET'S PREPARE
Program Schedule

9:00 - 10:00 AM

Registration

10:00 - 10:45 AM

Welcome & Morning Prayer

10:45 - 11:30 AM

Panel Presentation

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Session 1: Communion

12:30 - 1:30 PM

Lunch

1:30 - 2:30 PM

Session 2: Participation

2:30 - 2:45 PM

Break / Snack

2:45 - 3:45 PM

Session 3: Mission

3:45 - 4:00 PM

Final Remarks

4:00 - 4:30 PM

Walk to Cathedral for Mass

4:30 - 5:30 PM

Closing Mass

5:30 - 6:15 PM

Eucharistic Procession
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General Information
Meals
Box lunches will be provided inside the Public Auditorium. Water stations are
available throughout the day and afternoon snacks during the break.
Candles
All parishes will receive a candle to commence the Year of Eucharistic Revival.
Designated participants have been asked to take a candle back to their home
parishes. If you live near one of the parishes whose representatives were not able
to attend today, please take one of the candles with you (you can check the
registration table for parishes) and drop them off for that parish so that they, too,
may join in our diocesan wide celebration of the Eucharist!
Staff and Volunteers
Have a question or need directions? Diocesan volunteers can be found
throughout the Public Auditorium, easily identifiable by the blue ribbons.
Parking
Parking at the Cathedral Garage is available for free. Thank you to the Knights of
Columbus. Be sure to pick up a validation ticket in the registration area.
Cell Phones
Cell phones and other electronic devices should be silenced during all sessions
out of courtesy for speakers and other attendees.
Liturgy
If you will be joining us for the 4:30 pm Mass at the Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist, you may either walk there from Public Auditorium or park in the
surface parking lot.
Following the Mass, Bishop Malesic and many other faithful, will be joining in an
historic Eucharistic Procession from the Cathedral to St. Peter’s Church on
Superior Avenue, where you are invited to stay for an evening of Adoration
(praise and worship), which will conclude with a picnic style meal on the lawn of
St. Peter’s.
We hope you consider joining us for some and/or all of these beautiful
opportunities to celebrate the Eucharist!
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Diocesan Logo for the Eucharistic Revival
This logo was commissioned by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland to recognize
the convergence of three major events: our participation in Pope Francis’ Synod
on Synodality, our partaking in the National Eucharistic Revival, and the joyful
celebration of our 175th anniversary as a diocese.
Description
At the center of this simple yet striking dichromatic image are the host and
the chalice, symbolizing the Eucharist – the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of
Jesus Christ – the source and summit of our lives as Catholic Christians. Bold,
striking rays pour out from behind the host, symbolic of the inexhaustible
grace that flows at every Eucharistic liturgy – grace that turns sinners into
saints.
The wide chalice is modeled after a 6th / 7th century Byzantine chalice
housed at the Cleveland Museum of Art, and the image decorating the cupportion of the chalice is taken from the logo of the Synod on Synodality; it is
the Church walking together on mission.
At the base of the chalice are the letters “CLXXV,” which at first glance may
appear to be some strange iteration of “CLEVELAND,” but in fact represent
the Roman numerals for “175,” designating the 175th anniversary of our
diocese.
Framing the host, chalice, and rays is a square with a Jerusalem-type cross in
each corner, crosses that are taken from our diocesan crest. Four words –
GATHERED, BLESSED, BROKEN, SHARED – remind us of our Eucharistic
identity as the People of God, whose lives take on their fullest meaning only
when we give them away in sacrificial love.
Finally, the beautiful blue tone serves as a subtle reminder of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the one who constantly and lovingly encourages us, “Do
whatever He tells you.” (Jn. 2:5)
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LET’S GATHER & PRAY TOGETHER
Dear Friends,
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
In April of 2021 Our Holy Father Pope Francis invited
Catholics around the world to participate in the Synod on
Synodality. He asked that every Catholic diocese participate
in the synodal process. I quickly assigned co-directors, Fr.
Damian Ference and Lynette Saenz, and they called together
a synodal team. Together we opened our Synodal process
with a Mass at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist on
October 17, 2021. In my homily that day I preached about a
church on mission in this world, in communion with one
another, and walking together toward our heavenly home. I
also encouraged participation from as many people as
possible in this synodal work of being the Church that
proclaims and lives the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I am thrilled to report that in only a few months we
have heard from almost 12,000 different voices at our synodal
listening sessions from across the eight counties of the
Diocese of Cleveland, with over 160 reports received. I am so
grateful to all who participated in those listening sessions
and to all who helped organize them.
Today I join you delegates in reading through and
praying over the feedback we received, and then begin to
discern how the Holy Spirit is calling us to respond. May God
the Father bless our work this day, and may Jesus his Son be
our guide, and may Mary Our Mother intercede for us.
May God bless you and those you love.
Your Brother in Christ,

Most Rev. Edward C. Malesic
Bishop of Cleveland
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Morning Prayer
Bishop: God, + come to my assistance.
All: Lord, make haste to help me.
Bishop: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit:
All: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Psalm Prayer
Antiphon
All: As morning breaks we sing of your mercy,
Lord, and night will find us proclaiming your
fidelity.
Antiphon 2
Bishop: Extol the greatness of our God.
Canticle: Deuteronomy 32:1-12
God’s kindness to his people
How often I have longed to gather your children
as a hen gathers her brood under her wing
(Matthew 23:37).
Men: Give ear, O heavens, while I speak;
let the earth hearken to the words of my mouth!
May my instruction soak in like the rain,
and my discourse permeate like the dew,
like a downpour upon the grass,
like a shower upon the crops:

PSALMODY
Antiphon 1
Bishop: As morning breaks we sing of your
mercy, Lord, and night will find us
proclaiming your fidelity.
Psalm 92
Praise of God the Creator
Sing in praise of Christ’s redeeming work
(Saint Athanasius).

Women: For I will sing the Lord’s renown.
Oh, proclaim the greatness of our God!
The Rock—how faultless are his deeds,
how right all his ways!
A faithful God, without deceit,
how just and upright he is!
Men: Yet basely has he been treated by his
degenerate children,
a perverse and crooked race!
Is the Lord to be thus repaid by you,
O stupid and foolish people?
Is he not your father who created you?
Has he not made you and established you?
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Women: Think back on the days of old,
reflect on the years of age upon age.
Ask your father and he will inform you,
ask your elders and they will tell you:
Men: When the Most High assigned the nations
their heritage, when he parceled out the
descendants of Adam, he set up the boundaries
of the peoples after the number of the sons of
God; while the Lord’s own portion was Jacob,
his hereditary share was Israel.
Women: He found them in a wilderness,
a wasteland of howling desert.
He shielded them and cared for them,
guarding them as the apple of his eye.
Men: As an eagle incites its nestlings forth
by hovering over its brood,
so he spread his wings to receive them
and bore them up on his pinions.
The Lord alone was their leader,
no strange god was with him.
Women: Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
Antiphon
All: Extol the greatness of our God.
Antiphon 3
Bishop: How wonderful is your name, O Lord,
in all creation.
Psalm 8
The majesty of the Lord and man’s dignity
The Father gave Christ lordship of creation and
made him head of the Church (Ephesians 1:22).

Psalm Prayer
Antiphon 3
All: How wonderful is your name, O Lord, in all
creation.
READING
1 Corinthians 15:1-2a, 3-4
Now I am reminding you, brothers, of the gospel
I preached to you, which you indeed received
and in which you also stand. Through it you are
being saved. For I handed on to you as of first
importance what I also received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,
that he was buried; that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures.
RESPONSORY
Bishop: They proclaimed the Lord’s praises and
his saving power.
All: They proclaimed the Lord’s praises and his
saving power.
Bishop: They spoke of the wonders he had
worked,
All: and his saving power.
Bishop: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit.
All: They proclaimed the Lord’s praises and his
saving power.
Please stand.
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INTERCESSIONS

GOSPEL CANTICLE
Antiphon
Bishop: Barnabas set out for Tarsus to look for
Paul. Once he found him, he brought him to
Antioch where they met with the church and
instructed a great number of people.
Make the Sign of the Cross as Canticle begins.

The Lord’s Prayer
Concluding Prayer
Dismissal

BLESSING BEFORE LUNCH

Antiphon
All: Barnabas set out for Tarsus to look for Paul.
Once he found him, he brought him to Antioch
where they met with the church and instructed
a great number of people.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND | PRE-SYNODAL GATHERING

07

LET'S REFLECT
Emcees

Fr. Damian Ference is a priest of the Diocese of Cleveland,
where he serves as Vicar for Evangelization, Secretary for
Parish Life and Special Ministries, and as Professor of
Philosophy at Borromeo Seminary. He holds a licentiate in
philosophy from The Catholic University of America and a
doctorate in philosophy from the Pontifical University of
St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome. Fr. Ference is the founder
and director of TOLLE LEGE Summer Institute and is a
lifetime member of the Flannery O’Connor Society.

Lynette Saenz is the Assistant Secretary for Parish Life and
Special Ministries. Prior to this position, she served 14 years
in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester, New York in
parish and diocesan ministries. Saenz served in a key
leadership role on the national team coordinating the
Fifth National Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Ministry. She
holds an M.A. in Theological Studies from St. Bernard’s
School of Theology and Ministry in Rochester, NY and an
M.S.W. from the State University of New York in Brockport.
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Panelists

Deacon David Chojnacki is a freshly ordained transitional Deacon for
the Diocese of Cleveland. Originally from St. Mary in Hudson, David
entered Borromeo College Seminary out of High School where he
studied Philosophy and Spanish. He's currently finishing his theological
studies at St. Mary Seminary, and assigned to St. Mary in Painesville.
He's been involved in a wide variety of ministries around the diocese
from youth ministry in Hudson, to addiction rehabilitation in Parma, to
Alpha in Concord.

A.J. Hoy serves the faithful of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland as a
Newman Campus Minister at the College of Wooster (Wooster, OH) and
at Oberlin College and Conservatory (Oberlin, OH). He holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Theology and Philosophy from Walsh University (2016),
a Master of Theological Studies degree from Boston College (2018) and
is currently a Ph.D. Candidate and Graduate Teaching Fellow in the
Department of Theology at Duquesne University. He is presently
working on his dissertation entitled, Hoarding Grace: Liturgy, Grace,
and Corporate Virtue and Vice. A.J. lives in Uniontown, OH with his wife
and two sons.

Marian Koenig is a wife, mother of 5, grandmother of 4, parishioner of
Holy Redeemer, and a graduate of Notre Dame Academy and John
Carroll University. Currently, she serves the faculty and seminarians of
Borromeo and St. Mary’s as a member of the housekeeping staff at the
Center for Pastoral Leadership (CPL). Prior to this position, she was a
2nd grade teacher with St. John of the Cross. She went on to serve as an
STNA in several Catholic nursing facilities including St. Angela’s Center
where she cared for the Ursuline Sisters, Little Sisters of the Poor and
Mount St. Joseph. She feels truly blessed by her experiences serving our
youth, the elderly, the religious and now the priests and seminarians.

Sr. Juana Mendez, SC is a Sister of Charity of Cincinnati who serves the
Pastoral Associate at St. Michael the Archangel in Tremont. Prior to this
post, Sr. Juana served in the Diocese of Covington, Kentucky as the
Diocesan director of Hispanic ministry. In her ministry, she beautifully
welcomes those who are seeking a community to belong to and a
place to call home, and lovingly accompanies them in their walks of
faith. Her compassion and joy overflow to reveal the face of Christ to
those who are longing for more. Sr. Juana attended the College of
Mount St. Joseph and in 2009 graduated with a Master of Arts in
Religious Studies.
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Top 10 Priorities

01.
Lifelong Faith Formation

PRIORITIES

02.
Mission and Outreach

03.
Community and Fellowship

04.
Participation in Liturgy

05.
Listening

06.
Inclusion

07.
Experiences of Prayer

08.
Authority and Governance

09.
Teamwork and Co-responsibility

10.
Vocations
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Demographics
Age Range (in person)
18-39
8.3%

Parishes & Organizations
Trained

Over 30
49.7%

Under 18
42.1%

Reporting
0

50

100

150

200

A total of 12,684 people participated in the
synodal process from December 2021 through
March 2022. Of these, 12,074 participated in
person and 610 responded to the questions
online. The majority of the participants were
female. Just over 50% were also young people
from PSR, Catholic schools, high schools, young
adult groups and each of our college campus
ministries.

Gender (in person)
Male
38.2%

Female
61.8%

Age Range (online)
Under 18
33.1%

Participants by County

Over 60
35.9%

8,000
6,000
18-39
13%

4,000

40-59
18%

2,000
0

Gender (online)
Cuyahoga Geauga

Lake

Lorain

Summit

WAM*

Prefer not to answer
2%

*WAM stands for Wayne, Ashland and Medina counties

Most of the participants (7,588 people) were
from Cuyahoga County. With 4,896 people
representing the other seven counties in the
diocese.
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Theme 1. Communion
"By his gracious will, God gathers us together as diverse peoples of one faith, through the
covenant that he offers to his people. The communion we share finds its deepest roots in the
love and unity of the Trinity. It is Christ who reconciles us to the Father and unites us with
each other in the Holy Spirit. Together, we are inspired by listening to the Word of God,
through the living Tradition of the Church, and grounded in the sensus fidei that we share. We
all have a role to play in discerning and living out God’s call for his people." (Vademecum)

Community and fellowship
affection and gratitude for church
community esp. growing up
a need for belonging and feeling
connected
experience of church as "family"
connections associated with
ministry and peer groups
desire more connections outside
of Mass, both spiritual and social
a place of peace and safety
difficult to feel connected in large
parishes
more opportunities to get to
know one another
priestly ministry of presence is
important
welcome newcomers
support and pray for one another
learn from one another through
faith sharing
foster intergenerational
relationships
focus on rebuilding community
post-pandemic
Inclusion
welcoming communities for all
be more accepting of others
promote understanding and
tolerance
recognize the dignity of the
human person

reach out to the marginalized
develop parish hospitality ministry
foster authentic relationships free
from abuse, exclusion, othering
create safe spaces
we are all made in the image of
God
more compassion, less judgment
move out of our comfort zone
promote unity in diversity
there isn't just one way to be
Catholic
peaceful co-existence with all
religions, political beliefs, cultures
learn from different perspectives
Listening
appreciation for Church presence
and support during difficult times
uplifted by each other's stories
talk less, listen more
remember that our early
experiences of church shape us
and influence our expectations
promote open dialogue
engage with the community and
hear their needs
continue the conversations begun
with this synodal process
help people to struggle with
questions
be more willing to forgive
listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit
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Youth and young adults
much anxiety about younger
generations among adults
looking for a sense of belonging
bridge the generational gap
they feel unheard, unwelcome,
and unseen
meet them where they are
they are frustrated with lack of
inclusion in the church
need mental health support
encourage meaningful
conversations
pass on traditions
follow up after Confirmation
more support for young adult
groups
LGBTQA+
do not feel accepted
afraid for their safety
questions about same sex
marriage
how do we provide support and
remain in communion with the
church
church's position is viewed as
outdated and out of touch
organize an event to welcome
and provide healing
provide educational
opportunities for pastoral
leaders and faith communities
Families
support for single parents
strengthen marriages
catechesis for parents and
grandparents
engage young families with
children
mentor engaged couples

strengthen family relationships
affirm families
develop ministry for older adults
organize family activities that
respond to lived reality
adopt a grandparent
Inactive Catholics
go forth
address reasons people leave
offer opportunities to encounter
Jesus and learn about faith
Divorced
feel judged and unwelcome
simplify the annulment process
provide support for those going
through divorce
Cultural groups
pastoral support for migrant
workers in Spanish
affirm Black Catholic presence
and contributions to the church
designate resources to ministry
with African American Catholics
increase cultural awareness and
sensitivity
eradicate racism from the church
People with disabilities
provide accommodations
conduct outreach esp. to
children with special needs
treat with respect and dignity,
not an inconvenience or
distraction
Others left behind
those who had an abortion
victims of abuse
the sick and homebound
the poor and homeless
the incarcerated and their
families
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Theme 2. Participation
"A call for the involvement of all who belong to the People of God – laity, consecrated and ordained
– to engage in the exercise of deep and respectful listening to one another. This listening creates
space for us to hear the Holy Spirit together, and guides our aspirations for the Church of the 3rd
Millennium. Participation is based on the fact that all the faithful are qualified and called to serve
one another through the gifts they have each received from the Holy Spirit." (Vademecum)

Authority and governance
improve communication at all
levels
transparency about finances
more interaction between clergy
and laity
increase leadership roles for laity
esp. women
more openness and honesty
greater accountability at all levels
unity and consistency from
Church leaders esp. bishops
lack of clarity on key social issues
need for clear expectation's of
pastors' responsibilities
more administrative help for
priests
Teamwork and co-responsibility
encourage parishioner input
small staffs and not enough
volunteers
discern / encourage sharing of
talents esp. new members
extend personal invitations and
make specific requests for help
recognition and appreciation of
the contributions of the laity
promotes sense of belonging
succession planning is important
provide more leadership
development opportunities
offer training for lay parish
administrators

Vocations
increase vocations
concern over number of priests
evaluate priesthood: marriage,
women
discern diaconate for women
provide deacon formation in
Spanish, continuing education
lack of diversity
promote the broad range of
vocations
make diaconate more
attainable
Priest formation
evaluate seminary formation
provide more continuing
education for priests: sensitivity
training, pastoral care, liturgy,
management
Open seminary classes to the
public
Abuse / need for healing
deep wounds still in need of
healing
feeling disappointment, distrust
address issues directly, with
courage
make necessary structural
changes
offer a public apology
greater accountability
Church lacks credibility; double
standard
more support from the diocese
mend broken relationships
Youth participation
create spaces and invite young
people to be more active
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Active participation in the liturgy
Mass is important
enjoy going to church, esp.
special liturgies
being involved in ministries
makes you feel more connected
need to better engage families
and youth
Mass should lead to mission
cultural celebrations help to
maintain traditions
fosters sense of community
Experiences of prayer
power of prayer; provides
comfort, healing, direction
value of a strong prayer life
Rosary and devotions are
significant traditions
Increase opportunities for
Adoration
desire for retreat experiences
increase familiarity with
Scripture; Bible studies
Music is an important part of
prayer and sacramental life
Receiving the Sacraments
significant experiences; fond
memories esp. the Sacraments
of initiation
grateful for the Sacrament of
reconciliation; increase
opportunities
allow reception of Eucharist to
marginalized groups
improve sacramental prep esp.
baptism and marriage
Baptisms and funerals are
opportunities to invite
centrality of the Eucharist

Liturgy formation
more reverence during Mass
increase understanding the
Mass and liturgical practices
foster devotion to the Eucharist
improve liturgies
Homilies and preaching
improve quality of preaching,
more interactive, relatable
time for catechesis
connect Gospel to life
increase opportunities to hear
other voices: priests, laypeople
Impact of COVID
people feel disconnected
Church has become optional
concerns about the future of the
parish
hurt feelings continue about
closing of churches
pros and cons of virtual Masses
be welcoming to those
returning to Mass
Lifelong faith formation
increase opportunities for adult
faith formation, i.e. RCIA model
offer discipleship training
desire for a wide range of topics
provide opportunities to ask
questions about the faith
more family-centered catechesis
promote small faith sharing
groups for different age groups
invest resources in ministry with
youth and young adults
bridge the gap between youth
ministry and college
increase opportunities for
spiritual formation i.e. retreats
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Theme 3. Mission
"The Church exists to evangelize. We can never be centered on ourselves. Our mission is to
witness to the love of God in the midst of the whole human family. This Synodal Process has a
deeply missionary dimension to it. It is intended to enable the Church to better witness to
the Gospel, especially with those who live on the spiritual, social, economic, political,
geographical, and existential peripheries of our world. In this way, synodality is a path by
which the Church can more fruitfully fulfil her mission of evangelization in the world, as a
leaven at the service of the coming of God’s kingdom." (Vademecum)

Mission and outreach
more outreach to the
surrounding community
organize service trips and
projects for all ages
expand ministries to the
incarcerated
we are all the hands and feet of
Jesus
serving the poor is essential to
the mission of the church
put faith into action
promote involvement in local
community issues
continue charitable works
take responsibility to spread the
Good News
meet people and invite
recognize the dignity of the
human person
be witnesses of God's love
meet people where they are,
including social media
invite others to be part of the
faith community
do "non-churchy stuff" to attract
others
reach out to those who have left
the church
form and send missionary
disciples
increase awareness of social
issues and Church teachings

Challenges to mission
limited resources
how to draw in young families
we live in personal and
communal silos
Church is too focused on
money
shift from "going" to church to
"being" church
parish doesn't reflect diversity
of the community
lack of response from the
church to social injustices
increased secularization
fear and divisiveness
busyness of life; distractions
lack of confidence in
knowledge of the faith
Supporting missionary disciples
prayer teams
mentor families
offer opportunities to deepen
understanding of the faith
listen
form discipleship groups
foster community outside of
Mass and beyond parish walls
mobilize parishioners
be bold and creative in
evangelization efforts
discernment of gifts
offer volunteer opportunities
make people aware of needs

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND | PRE-SYNODAL GATHERING

16

Collaboration
share resources among parishes
develop funds through
networking
strengthen connection between
parish and school
continue community service
opportunity with / for the
incarcerated
less competition between
parishes (territorial)
foster urban / suburban parish
partnerships
develop relationships with
neighborhood organizations
develop ecumenical relationships
share best practices
increase access to Center for
Pastoral Leadership facilities and
resources
open communication and
transparency in decision-making
bring smaller communities
together
offer opportunities to learn ASL
strengthen relationship between
diocese and parishes
Communications and media
more direct, consistent
communication
increase social media presence
promote parish ministries, esp.
social ministries to those in need
utilize various forms of
communication to reach
different audiences
advertise more, be inclusive
use websites to connect to digital
evangelization resources
feature "parish-of-the-month" on
diocesan website
make better use of Catholic
media available

improve communication from
diocese to people in the pews
share good works being done in
the world
provide more information about
parishes on diocesan website
train parish staff on use of social
media
provide more diocesan support
with promoting upcoming
parish events
provide directories of specialized
services i.e. doctors, counselors,
spiritual directors
develop a large-scale media
campaign to invite people back
to church
become social media
evangelizers
Responding to our baptismal call
strengthen our relationship with
the Lord in order to better serve
others
requires a personal commitment
to take action
desire to become more engaged
in being disciples
we all have different gifts, those
gifts are needed in the church
active involvement in parish
ministry helps our faith grow
faith shapes our values
our faith is to be lived daily
we are called to care for others
be joyful
Discerning missionary choices
put differences aside and attend
to the needs of the community
be open to where the Spirit is
calling us
pray
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LET'S SHARE & LISTEN
This practice of Spiritual Conversations is taken from the Ignatian tradition. It is a part
of the communal discernment process and provides a way for groups of people to
listen to God by listening to one another. It is a way for us to listen for the voice of the
Spirit.
Each person in the circle takes 2-3 minutes to share. Anyone in the group can begin,
and the person on their left is the next person to share. If that person is not ready to
share, move on to the next person but remember to come back around. Continue
clockwise around the circle, until each person in the group who wishes to share has
had their turn. When others are speaking, remember to listen with an open and
humble heart.

What strikes you as most significant in this area (Communion |
Participation | Mission)? When sharing, you might like to begin
with these words:
“In my reflection... And I feel...”
Reflect for a few minutes in silence
“What am I hearing the Holy Spirit saying to us?”

What seems to be resonating in the conversation and what is the
Holy Spirit saying to us through the voices of the group? When
sharing, you might like to begin with these words:
“Listening to the Holy Spirit through the voices of this group,
I have heard... And it leaves me feeling...”
This time when sharing, do not add anything new to the
conversation – just your response to what you have already
heard.
Reflect for a few minutes in silence
“How is God calling us to be a Church
that journeys together?”

What 2 or 3 emerging actions is the Holy Spirit calling us to as a
diocese? When sharing, you might like to begin with these
words:
“From our prayer and conversation today, and thinking about
how God is calling us to be a Church that journeys together...”
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LET'S THINK LOCALLY
Identify ONE emerging action to share with the large group during the plenary session.
Remember, these actions need to be:
clear
stated as a positive
as specific as possible
a real action (practical, achievable and measurable)
Reflect
Take some time to reflect and pray individually on the emerging actions the group has
identified. Ask God for a feeling of consolation – a feeling of peace or fullness of your
heart about your decision if it is indeed where the Holy Spirit is guiding us.

LET'S GIVE THANKS
Diocesan Synod Co-directors: Fr. Damian Ference, Lynette Saenz
Program Team: Miguel Chavez, Gregory Coogan, Francine Costantini, Michael Hayes
Logistics Team: Pattie Batchman, Alicia Breeden, Dolores Bruno, Sharon Minson, Phil
Lewandowski, Judy Liederbach, Teresa Yohman
Secretarial Team: Ana Eslaquit, Debbie Morris, Martha Hamilton
Communications Team: Dcn. James Armstrong, Kay Colby, Carol Kovach, Jeff Stutzman,
Brooke Uehlein
Liturgy & Eucharistic Procession: Bishop-elect Michael G. Woost, Fr. Thomas Dragga,
Lori Eppich, Fr. Joseph Hilinski, Jason Lewis, Judy Liederbach, Terri Pastura, Hortensia
Rodriguez, Joann Rymarczyk-Piotrkowski, Mary von Carlowitz
Sponsors: Knights of Columbus

We thank all our volunteers, the listening session facilitators,
synod delegates, and everyone that took part in the diocesan
synodal process in-person and online!
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LET'S RESPOND
In a letter to priests worldwide Cardinal Mario Grech, Secretary General for the Synod of
Bishops, closes with two passages from the Preparatory Document for the Synod. These
passages are also appropriate reminders for all of us as we think about where we go
from here.
"The ability to imagine a different future for the Church and her institutions, in keeping
with the mission she has received, depends largely on the decision to initiate processes
of listening, dialogue, and community discernment in which each and every person can
participate and contribute." (no. 9)
"We recall that the purpose of the Synod, and therefore of this consultation, is not to
produce documents, but 'to plant dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope
to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a dawn
of hope, learn from one another and create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten
minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands." (no. 32)
With these two very important points in mind, our diocesan offices will continue to
reflect on the feedback that we have received and discern the ways that we can move
forward as the People of God in the priority areas identified. We encourage all parishes,
schools and Catholic organizations to also consider the ways that you can move forward
together in your respective communities.
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