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M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S
R O V I N G  S T O R Y T E L L E R S

WHAT IS A MISSIONARY DISCIPLE - Miguel Chavez
"A roving storyteller who captivates hearts to Christ by sharing in word and deed the greatest love story
in the history of the world."

A missionary disciple is is madly in love with Jesus Christ and maintains a posture of joy, which can be
transformational!!

O F F I C E  O F  
M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) was written by Pope Francis in
2013 and became the playbook for the Church, laying a vision for all the
Baptized faithful to engage in sharing and proclaiming the joy that flows
from the Gospel and a relationship with Jesus Christ.   

The Joy of the Gospel, 120
"In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have
become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 28:19). All the baptized, whatever their
position in the Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents
of evangelization, and it would be insufficient to envisage a plan of
evangelization to be carried out by professionals while the rest of the
faithful would simply be passive recipients...The new evangelization calls
for personal involvement on the part of each of the baptized. Every
Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in
evangelization.” 

1.

Masterful storytellers reach the young!
"The art of storytelling...is considered by the young as more convincing and compelling than the
traditional forms of discourse.  The language that has the greatest hold on the digital generation is that 
 of the story, rather than that of argumentation." 

- Directory for Catechesis 2020 from the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization,
par. 363 
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We stay connected to our source (who is Christ)
Integrated prayer day-to-day activities
Quiet time with Jesus in meditation and adoration
Prayerful reading of Sacred Scripture
Using our gifts and talents to serve others and God 

Don't take ourselves too seriously

Take seriously the important work of play and imagination in our walk with Christ.  Play
involves cooperating with God’s grace and sharing in the life of Christ.

Think for a moment of those people in your life who, in their core, exhibit a sense of joy. Their
demeanor is different…it’s welcoming and inviting; it’s ennobling and attractive; it’s
captivating and curious. 

A joyful posture powerfully reveals the precious face of God to others, especially in the midst of
fear, vulnerability, and uncertainty.  The joyful presence is humble yet confident, and feeds the
hungry soul that yearns for something more.  The joy that comes from a relationship with
Christ is simple, real, and life-changing.  It exhibits a child-like trust that rises above all
limitations and barriers.  The joyful heart flows from the person who is fully alive!    

How do we maintain a joyful posture?

Play - In his book, Play: How it Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the
Soul by Dr. Stuart Brown, writes, "The opposite of play is not work - The opposite of play is
depression.  Play helps deal with difficulties, provides a sense of expansiveness, promotes a
mastery of our craft, and is an essential part of the creative process. Most important, true play
that come from our own inner needs and desires is the only path to finding lasting joy and
satisfaction in our work.  In the long run, work does not work without play."  Similarly, our
work as missionary disciples must be open to the playful creativity of the Holy Spirit.  

Imagination - Using imagination in our Christian walk involves creatively being open to the
Holy Spirit's action in your life.  Imagination involves hopeful dreaming through the lens of the
love of God.  

A  P O S T U R E  O F  J O Y

2.
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T H E  G O O D  N E W S

O F F I C E  O F  
M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

LOVE CREATES
We are created in God’s image and likeness, made in love, by love, to share love

SIN BREAKS
Sin severs the relationships we share and distorts truth leaving us restlessly wandering in
illusion and fractured…humanity needs saved!

JESUS CHRIST REDEEMS & RENEWS
Jesus Christ redeems mankind and calls us back to a loving relationship with him and the Father
through the Holy Spirit 
He lovingly pulls us from the muck of sin!

WE RETURN TO LOVE 
Renewed as Christians, we change our ways to better align with who God is calling us to be. 
We are called to NEW LIFE with God and relationship with Jesus Christ…and as missionary
disciples, we must passionately and joyfully share this news with those longing to hear.

W H A T  I S  T H E  K E R Y G M A ?

Our Good News is that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 
Jesus reveals in his ministry (preaching, teaching, and actions) as well as in his passion, death
and resurrection the immense love that God has for each of us!  Jesus is our good news!  In a

relationship with Jesus, who is God with us, we come to understand who we are as God's
beloved in the world.  

We must TRUST the Holy Spirit! 
SED DEUS DAT INCREMENTUM! (God Grants the Increase)

3.

Our mission as disciples is to draw people into a loving relationship with Jesus Christ, who is
the way, the truth, and the life!  This is the command of the Great Commission (Matthew 28)!

We are heralds of the GOOD NEWS (Kerygma)
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S E E I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  L E N S  O F  
T H E  K E R Y G M A  

O F F I C E  O F  
M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

Love Creates
Sin Breaks
Jesus Christ Redeems and Renews
We Return to Love

Consider the tenets of the Kerygma:

How does the Gospel Message (Kerygma) shape your understanding of God working in your life?  How
would you describe your answer in 1-2 sentences to someone else?

What key points/themes can you draw from your own experiences to describe the power of God's love in
your personal life? 

How does the Gospel Message deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ?

4.
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E N C O U N T E R I N G  C H R I S T

O F F I C E  O F  
M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

Prayerfully consider a time in your life that you encountered Christ in a moving way.  This does not
have to be a big moment but simply one that touched your heart...an encounter of compassion, love,
kindness, gentleness, accompaniment and guidance, strength, inspiration, beauty, truth or a sense of
belonging and connectedness.  It could be when you felt a sense of unexplainable peace, resolve,
certainty and joy.    

Jot a few notes on this encounter below and respond to the following questions.

Who was involved and how do they accompany you in your own walk of faith?

WHY and HOW did this encounter move you?

5.

How did you recognize Christ's presence in that moment?
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S H A R I N G  T H E  G O S P E L  I N  Y O U R
S T O R Y

O F F I C E  O F  
M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

When you understand the good news of the Kerygma through the lenses of your personal experience
of and relationship with Jesus Christ (refer to pages 4 &5), the Kerygma becomes integrated into your
personal story.  Couple that with a captivating and joyful presence that flows from your personal
relationship with Jesus, and you will touch hearts (through the Holy Spirit) that are yearning for
more... that are yearning for Jesus!

PRAY WITH THE WORKSHEETS EVERY DAY AND SHARE YOUR STORY OF FAITH!

6.

Our personal stories make Jesus personal…those we share our stories with may have
presuppositions about Jesus...your stories bring him to life in a way that may be different for
folks who have assumptions about Christ. 

Not everybody has a language of faith…don’t start with that. Rather, ask those in your
conversation to speak of time when:

They felt genuinely and honestly loved
They were moved and in awe at something or someone
They were surprised at the goodness they encountered
They felt a sense of belonging and purpose
They encountered a moment of grace…(this prompt has proven incredibly effective with
moving into a story about encountering Christ and his love)
REFER to the Faith Language Rubric

Regularly invite others to opportunities to share stories about glimpses of grace they encounter
in their own lives. 

Model what you hope to hear from others…your story could give others the courage to tell their
stories.

Don't just HEAR people when you speak with them...LISTEN to them 

Trust the Holy Spirit to guide your time with those you love. Simply enjoy each other. Tune out
any distractions and tune into the Holy Spirit moving in each other

FOLLOW UP!

KEY CONSIDERATIONS
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PRAY for those you will share your story with
PLACE yourself in the surrender of the Holy Spirit - "Holy Spirit, I'm Yours"
Lovingly lead with JOY and CONVICTION that comes from the HEART

LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN

Joyfully offer to pray with and for the person you are speaking with (Start with intercessory prayer)
"Can I offer a prayer for you?"  "Would you like to pray right now?"
“In your heart of hearts, what are you longing for in your life?  Let's pray for that right now.”

Ask the other person to share how they've been.  Encourage them to share a moment of grace they
experienced over the last week.  Briefly and joyfully offer the Gospel in your story.

"Listen, I can think of a lot of times in my life when I've felt restless or I've sought meaning in
things that always fall short.  As I have continued to grow in my relationship with Jesus Christ, this
has changed everything for me." 
Offer your elevator speech...proclaim the Good News through your story.

Explain WHY it matters
"There have been times when I been in a rut and I've felt lost, lonely, worthless, and unloved. 
 These are lies...Jesus loves me more than I can fathom!"
"It's easy to be overwhelmed by the darkness that can consume us in life.  In Jesus we find hope
and joy.  I want you to know that hope and joy!" 

Invite the individual into an encounter with Christ - LISTEN & Accompany them with JOY
“You are God’s beloved…there is NOTHING that can separate us from God’s love and grace
“Christ has more planned for you and me”
“Based on my experience and encounter with Jesus Christ, I am confident that when we are about
Jesus Christ, it becomes more possible to find the fulfillment God has always meant for us.”

Follow-up with Love, Compassion, and Grace
"I'm praying for you!  If you ever need any specific prayers, let me know.  Can I ask you to keep
me in your prayers?"
I would love to chat regularly with you, learn from you and support  you in any way I can  
"I'm here, if you ever need!"

BEGIN EVERY DAY WITH THESE PRACTICES:

ORGANIC STEPS (AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST PRAY WITH & PRACTICE THESE!):

S T E P S  T O  S H A R I N G  O U R  S T O R Y

O F F I C E  O F  
M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

7.
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N O T E S


