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On the Office of Bishop
For you I am a bishop, but with you I am a Christian . The first is an office accepted, the second a
grace received. The first is a danger, the second, salvation. If, then, I am gladder by far to be
redeemed with you than I am to be placed over you, I shall, as the Lord himself commanded, be
more completely your servant.
~ St. Augustine of Hippo

...a bishop should strive to become duly acquainted with the needs of the faithful in the social
circumstance in which they live.
He should manifest his concern over all, no matter what their age, condition, or nationality, be they
natives, strangers, or foreigners.
In exercising this pastoral care he should preserve for his faithful the share proper to them in
Church affairs; he should also recognize their duty and right to collaborate actively in the building
up of the Mystical Body of Christ.
~ Christus Dominus, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops in the Church, Vatican II

The unity of the episcopacy is one of the constitutive elements of the unity of the Church. In fact,
through the body of bishops "the apostolic tradition is manifested and preserved throughout the
world"; and the essential components of ecclesial communion are the sharing of the same faith, the
deposit of which is entrusted to their care, the taking part in the same sacraments, "the regular and
fruitful distribution of which they direct by their authority," and the loyalty and obedience shown to
them as pastors of the Church.
~ Pope John Paul II, Apostolos Suos, May 21, 1998
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The Most Reverend
Michael G. Woost
Birth Date
Presbyteral Ordination
Episcopal Ordination

September 17, 1958
June 9, 1984
August 4, 2022

Your great power will be seen
and Your justice and wisdom.
I will go and tell the world,
spreading the word
of Your beauty and sweetness
and of Your sovereignty.
~ Saint John of the Cross, Romances, 7. The Incarnation

The Most Reverend Michael G. Woost
Auxiliary Bishop of Cleveland

Reveal Your Presence
Heraldic Achievement of
The Most Reverend Michael G. Woost
Titular Bishop of Sertei
Auxiliary Bishop of Cleveland
Argent, a Cross emerging from a pile embowed reversed
Or, charged in base with a closed book Gules, in dexter
chief a gutté d’eau surmounted in bend sinister by a gutté
de sang, and in sinister chief a tongue of flame proper.

MOTTO: "REVEAL YOUR PRESENCE" is the first line of stanza eleven in the poem The Spiritual Canticle by
Saint John of the Cross, 16th century Carmelite, spiritual guide, mystic, and Doctor of the Church. It is the
cry of a heart that has encountered the abiding presence of the triune God, felt God's absence, and longs "to
reach the perfect love of the glory of God" (C 11, 5). It expresses the anguish of those for whom God seems
hidden and distant (Ex. 2:23-25), the hope of those who trust that God is faithful (Est. C:16, 23), and the prayer
of those who yearn to share more fully in God's life now (Ps. 63:2-4). Its truth is manifest in the Incarnation
(Jn. 1:14), realized in the Paschal Mystery (Mk. 15:39), and extended through, with, and in us by the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit (Lk. 24:4, 6-49). Faith in God's self-revelation through life and love, to which it testifies, is
witnessed in the ministry of the Church (Jn. 13:12-17; Acts 3:6; 2 Cor. 4:7-11) and the liturgical celebrations of
God's People in which the Risen Christ lets himself be seen (Lk. 24:31; Sacrosanctum Concilium, 7). Therefore,
we pray: Reveal Your Presence.

SHIELD: When designing the shield — the central element in what is formally called the heraldic
achievement — a bishop has an opportunity to depict symbolically various aspects of his own life and
heritage, and particular aspects of Catholic faith and devotion. The formal description of a coat of arms,
known as the blazon, uses a technical language, derived from medieval French and English terms, which
allows the appearance and position of each element in the achievement to be recorded precisely.
The main colors, or tinctures, of Bishop Woost’s shield are more properly called metals, as white is used in
heraldry to represent silver (Argent) and yellow to represent gold (Or). Gold and silver have long been used to
paint the crossed keys of Saint Peter, and thus have come to represent the Roman Pontiff and the Apostolic
See. Bishops only exercise their ministry by “maintaining the bond of communion among themselves and
with the successor of Peter,” the Pope.*
The figure painted gold (a pile embowed reversed Or) is a triangular shape with bowed sides that emerges from
the base of the shield; in this case the point of the triangle terminates in a Cross. This figure appears
prominently on the coat of arms of the Discalced Carmelite order. While the Carmelite shield depicts this
figure in brown (tenné) to recall the Carmelite habit, the gold in the Bishop’s coat of arms alludes to sand. The
Bishop’s surname is an Anglicization of the German word wüst, meaning “wild,” which is itself derived from
the German Wüste, a wilderness or desert.
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Throughout his priestly ministry, both as an explorer of spiritual theology and as a retreat director, the
Bishop has been formed, and formed others, by the spiritual tradition of the Discalced Carmelites,
particularly the teaching of Saint John of the Cross and his call to encounter the presence of God in the nada,
the quiet and solitude of the literal and spiritual wilderness. The motto on the scroll below the Bishop’s shield
—"Reveal Your Presence”—is the first line of Stanza 11 of Saint John’s great prayer-poem, The Spiritual
Canticle.
In the top left corner of the shield (dexter chief) appear two drops of liquid, painted red and blue (a gutté de sang
and a gutté d’eau). The heraldic description of the drops reveals their symbolism: they are described in French
as a drop of blood and a drop of water. Recalling the blood and water that flowed from the side of Christ when it
was pierced by the soldier’s lance after His death (cf. John 19:34), they symbolize the Divine Mercy and the
sacramental grace that is given to each Christian by the sacraments, especially Baptism and the Holy
Eucharist. Having celebrated these sacraments as a priest, and taught about them as a professor of Liturgical
Theology, the Bishop is now given the responsibility to be the steward of this grace and the guardian of
sacramental celebrations.ϯ
The centrality of the sacraments in the life of the Church and of Bishop Woost is further represented by a
book placed towards the bottom of the shield (in base). The red cover (gules) trimmed in gold reminds the
viewer of the typical design of liturgical books like the Roman Missal and the Lectionary, and recalls both his
priestly ministry and his years of service as professor and as director of liturgy for St. Mary Seminary and for
the Diocese of Cleveland. The clasps on the book also remind one of the books that contain the writings of the
Church’s doctors and saints, and the prayers and devotions that foster the spiritual life of the faithful.
In the top right corner (sinister chief) is a tongue of flame, Saint John of the Cross’s “living flame of Love.” It
recalls the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Church at Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:3), as well the ordination of Bishop
Woost as a priest of the Diocese of Cleveland, and the celebration of his first holy Mass, which took place over
the weekend of Pentecost 1984. Together with the drops of blood and water, it also alludes to the
responsibility of the Bishop to testify “that Jesus is the Son of God” before the whole world (1 John 5:5). “For,”
as Saint John the Evangelist proclaims, “there are three that testify: the Spirit and the Water and the Blood …
And this is the testimony: that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (1 John 5:7-8, 11).
The shield is ensigned with external elements that identify the bearer as a bishop. A gold processional cross
appears behind the shield. The galero or “pilgrim’s hat” is used heraldically in various colors and with specific
numbers of tassels to indicate the rank of a bearer of a coat of arms. A bishop uses a green galero with three
rows of green tassels.
_____________________________
*Vatican II, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium On the Church, no. 25.
ϯCf. Lumen gentium, no. 26

Design and description of the Coat of Arms by Rev. Philip G. Bochanski
Explanation of the Episcopal Motto by Bishop Michael G. Woost
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Order of Worship
Procession

Laudate, Laudate Dominum

Please remain seated.

Prelude

Redeemer Lord
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Introductory Rites
Entrance

Go Up to the Altar of God

Greeting

The Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic, JCL
Bishop of Cleveland
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Penitential Act
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
(Striking their breast, they say)

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Kyrie, Eleison
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Gloria

Collect
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Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Jeremiah 1:4-9

To whomever I send you, you shall go.

Responsorial Psalm

Carrie Woost

Psalm 84
Joanne Uniatowski
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Second Reading

2 Timothy 1:6-14

I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that
you have through the laying on of hands.

Megan Woost

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel

John 21:1-19
Deacon Robert Herron
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them
and in like manner the fish.

Blessing with the Book of the Gospels
Please remain standing as the Bishop blesses the congregation with
the Book of the Gospels.
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Rite of Ordination
Hymn

Veni Creator Spiritus

Please remain standing.

The Presentation of the Elect

Rev. Donald P. Oleksiak

The Reading of the Apostolic Mandate
and Assent of the People
Please be seated.

Msgr. Seamus Horgan

After the reading of the apostolic letter, all are asked to sing their joyful acceptance of this
appointment by acclamation:

Thanks be to God.

The Homily

The Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic, JCL
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The Promise of the Elect
The Litany of Supplication
Please kneel.

The Laying on of Hands

Veni Sancte Spiritus

Please stand.

This ancient gesture, which expresses the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, is the heart of the
ordination rite.

The Prayer of Ordination
Along with the laying on of hands, through the Prayer of Ordination the gift of the Holy Spirit for
the Office of Bishop is conferred on the Bishop-elect.
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The Anointing of the Head
and The Handing on of the Book of the Gospels and the Insignia
Please be seated.

The anointing of the head is the sign of the Bishop's distinctive share in the Priesthood of Christ
that Bishop Woost has now received through the laying on of hands and the prayer of consecration.
The placing of the Book of the Gospels over the head of the Bishop-elect during the Prayer of
Ordination as well as the presentation of it to him illustrate that the faithful preaching of the word
of God is the preeminent obligation of the office of the Bishop.
The presentation of the ring symbolizes the Bishop's fidelity to the Bride of God, the Church. The
investiture with the miter signifies his resolve to pursue holiness. The presentation of the pastoral
staff (crosier) signifies his duty of guiding and governing the Church entrusted to him.

The Seating of the Bishop
Please stand.

The Fraternal Kiss

Psalm 96

Bishop Woost exchanges a gesture of peace with Bishop Malesic and the other bishops assembled.
This, in conjunction with his seating in the presbyterium, is an ancient sign of welcome into the
episcopal fraternity, the College of Bishops.
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Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Altar

These Alone are Enough

Prayer Over the Offerings
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
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Eucharistic Prayer
Holy, Holy, Holy

Mystery of Faith

Doxology and Great Amen
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Communion Rite
The Lord's Prayer
Rite of Peace
Fraction of the Bread

Invitation to Communion
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
But only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
For those receiving Holy Communion, please remain standing
and follow the directions of the ushers.
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Communion

Lord, I am not Worthy

Our Communion hymn was written by Rev. Joseph Menkhaus, Jr., Rev. Connor Hetzel, Monica Menkhaus
and Max Menkhaus for the Cleveland diocesan celebration of the 2022-2025 Eucharistic Revival.
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Song of Praise

Te Deum Laudamus
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Concluding Rite
Final Blessing and Dismissal
May the Lord bless you...a share in the happiness that is eternal.
Amen.

May he grant that the clergy and people...for many years to come.
Amen.

Freed from adversity...to share the company of the citizens of eternity.
Amen.

And, may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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O God Beyond All Praising

Recessional
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With Gratitude
Our heartfelt thanks to all who have celebrated with us today, and to all who contributed
their special gifts and talents to this liturgy ~ the musicians, choir, liturgical ministers and
volunteers. A special thank you to the members of the Diocesan Planning Committee who
so generously gave of their time and talents to make this day a joyous celebration of praise
and thanksgiving to our ever-present and faithful God.
Mr. Jim Gulick
Ms. Christina Harrison
Mr. Greg Heislman
Ms. Debbie Hogan
Ms. Lisa Leondarides
Ms. Judy Liederbach
Rev. Donald Oleksiak
Ms. Ann Marie Perkins
Rev. Sean Ralph
Rev. Daniel Schlegel
Ms. Louise Triptow
Bishop Michael Woost

Our Communion Hymn, Lord, I am not Worthy, was first sung during the May 21, 2022, Mass
of Ordination to the Priesthood for the Diocese of Cleveland. The hymn was written by
newly-ordained Rev. Joseph Menkhaus, Jr., Rev. Connor Hetzel, Monica Menkhaus and
Max Menkhaus for our diocesan celebration of the 2022-2025 National Eucharistic Revival.
It has been shared with parishes across the eight-county diocese, for use in their
participation in the revival. We are happy to share this beautiful hymn with you as part of
today's celebration.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001,
1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confratermity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC.. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved..

