
For the Domestic Church

Blessings and Rituals



An Advent Prayer 
(pray before the beginning of lighting the new Advent candle each week)
 
Lord God, we adore you because you have come to us in the past. You have spoken to us
in the Law of Israel. You have challenged us in the words of the prophets. You have shown
us in Jesus what you are really like.
 
Lord God, we adore you because you still come to us now. You come to us through other
people and their love and concern for us. You come to us through men and women who
need our help. You come to us as we worship you with your people.
 
Lord God, we adore you because you will come to us at the end. You will be with us at the
hour of death. You will still reign supreme when all human institutions fail. You will still be
God when our history has run its course.
 
We welcome you, the God who comes. Come to us now in the power of Jesus Christ our
Lord.
 
- Caryl Micklem, "Contemporary Prayers for Public Worship"

Prayers for Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles
 
First Week
All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ may find an eager
welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. Amen.
 
Second Week
God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us
from receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his wisdom and become one with him
when he comes in glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

Third Week
Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the birthday of Christ experience the
joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Week
All-powerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed her
life at the service of your plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which
announces his glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit who prepares us for his
coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.


