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The Shorter Process 
before the bishop

See page 132

The Shorter Process before the bishop

•Every formal case where the respondent joins the with
the petition, is considered for the Shorter Process.

•Most petitions don’t meet the required standard, due
to lack of evidence or clarity at that stage.

•Psychological grounds will only rarely be able to be
considered.

Tips to qualify for the Shorter Process

•Don’t alienate the respondent.
•More relevant details in the initial submission. Appeals

See page 127
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In favor of the bond

In favor of nullity

Other

Results of formal cases, 2019‐2021 Things to consider before deciding to appeal

•There is no time limit for appeals against decisions in favor
of the bond.

•Why was the decision, the way it was? Read the sentence!

•Do you/the party disagree with the decision? Why?
• Its reasoning?
• The evidence on which it was based?

•Do you want to offer anything additional? And if so, what?
• Testimony?
•Other grounds?
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•Odd‐numbered cases go to Toledo; even‐numbered
cases go to Cincinnati.
•Parties may specify appeal directly to the Roman Rota.
•Or, appeal to the Roman Rota against the second‐instance
decision, if different from the first instance decision.

• It is almost impossible to appeal against two of the same
decisions, regarding the same ground(s). Does not affect
other grounds.

Appeals

Prohibitions

• ‘Prohibition’ prevents a person from licitlymarrying, 
and needs to be removed by the tribunal.

• ‘Caution’ is just information for the preparing minister.

Prohibition (vetitum) and caution (monitum)

•At the ‘final publication,’ after the marriage was 
declared invalid and there was no appeal:

•On the decree:

Prohibition (vetitum) and caution (monitum)

• In the letter to the party, if the party has a procurator:

• In the letter to the procurator:

•On the baptismal certificate:
Declared invalid, Cleveland Tribunal, [date], [number], CONSULT 
TRIBUNAL

Prohibition (vetitum) and caution (monitum)
Steps to follow:
1. Notice the indication of a prohibition or warning.
2. Inform the party.

a. Get a signed release if you were not the procurator or 
previously authorized minister. Contact tribunal for release.

3. Call the tribunal to find out details.
4. If a prohibition, follow the required steps e.g. party sees 

a therapist; discuss the Catholic understanding of 
marriage; party writes a letter; read the acts of the case, 
&c.

5. Send to the Judicial Vicar your report requesting the 
removal of the prohibition.

Prohibition (vetitum) and caution (monitum)
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Dissolutions of marriage:
Non‐consummated marriage

Pauline Privilege

Dissolution in Favor of the Faith (‘Petrine Privilege’)

To the married, however, I give this instruction (not I, but the Lord): A wife
should not separate from her husband and if she does separate she must either
remain single or become reconciled to her husband—and a husband should not
divorce his wife.

To the rest I say (not the Lord): if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever,
and she is willing to go on living with him, he should not divorce her; and if any
woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he is willing to go on living
with her, she should not divorce her husband.

For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his wife, and the unbelieving
wife is made holy through the brother. Otherwise your children would be
unclean, whereas in fact they are holy.

If the unbeliever separates, however, let him separate. The brother or sister is
not bound in such cases; God has called you to peace.

—1 Corinthians, 7:10‐15.

The Pauline Privilege

1. Were both parties unbaptized at the time of the wedding?

2. Did the Petitioner become baptized during the course of the marriage or
after the final separation or divorce or is preparing for baptism?

3. Is it true that the Respondent remains unbaptized?

4. Is it true the there is no hope for reconciliation?

5. Is it true that if the Petitioner had been baptized before the separation
that he was not the cause for the spouse’s departure from the marriage?

6. Does the Petitioner have a fiancé or a spouse whom he/she wishes to
marry in the Catholic Church?

7. Is it true that the use of the Pauline Privilege would not be a cause of
scandal?

Is the use of the Pauline Privilege possible?
1. Was one party or both parties unbaptized prior to the wedding and 

remained unbaptized throughout the marriage?

2. Is it true that there is no hope that the couple will reconcile?

3. Is it true that the Petitioner was not the predominant cause for the failure of 
the marriage?

4. If the unbaptized party later became baptized after the final separation or 
divorce, is it true that they have not reconciled (had marital relations) after 
his/her baptism?

5. If the petitioner or his/her intended spouse is not Catholic, is the non‐
Catholic party willing to sign the promise to permit the Catholic party to 
continue to practice the Catholic faith and to allow the Catholic party to raise 
any children of the new marriage in the Catholic faith?

Is the use of the Petrine Privilege possible? —1

6. Does the Petitioner have a fiancé or spouse whom he/she wishes to marry in 
the Catholic Church?

7. If the unbaptized party was married to a Catholic and the Catholic party had 
received a dispensation from disparity of cult to marry the unbaptized party 
in the Catholic Church, does the unbaptized party intend to receive baptism 
in the Catholic Church or valid baptism in another denomination?

8. Is the petitioner’s fiancé or spouse free to marry in the Catholic Church?

9. Is it true that the fiancé or spouse was not the cause of the failure of the 
marriage for which the Petrine Privilege is being sought?

10. Is the Catholic party actively practicing the Catholic faith?

11. Is it true that the granting of the favor would not be a cause of scandal or 
wonderment?

Is the use of the Petrine Privilege possible? —2
• Emily Stanford, 21, a non‐baptized person, married Gani Raj, 22,
non‐baptized, September 19, 2001 before a civil official in Cleveland,
Ohio. The common life was shared for twelve years. No children
were born of this union. Gani returned to India in 2013. In India in
2013 he attempted marriage. Nothing is known of his current legal
spouse. A civil divorce was granted October 15, 2014 in Cuyahoga
County, Ohio.

• Emily was baptized in the Catholic faith on April 4, 2021. She would
now like to marry Robert O’Malley, a baptized Catholic who has
never been married.

•What must be established regarding the marriage, Emily, and Gani if 
the Pauline Privilege may be applied to Emily’s situation? What 
documents must be collected?

Privileges – example 1
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• Joseph Addison, 28, a non‐baptized person, married Sharon
Grant, 28, a non‐baptized person, June 18, 2002 before a
Protestant minister in Parma, Ohio. Two children were born
of this union. Sharon sought and was granted a civil divorce
from Joseph on August 18, 2010. Joseph had been baptized
in the Catholic faith in 2006. Joseph attempted a civil
marriage on August 25, 2010 with Maureen Britain, a Roman
Catholic. Joseph and Maureen would now like to marry in
the Catholic Church.

Privileges – example 2
• Sidney Flemming, 21, Roman Catholic, married Bobbi Johnson, 21, a
non‐baptized Protestant, September 15, 2001 before a Catholic
military chaplain at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas. Sidney
and Bobbi had a child together prior to marriage. Immediately
following the ceremony at Fort Sam Houston, Sidney left for
deployment in Iraq. Several months after the wedding ceremony,
Bobbi was validly baptized by the Protestant chaplain. Bobbi began
an adulterous relationship in April 2002 and when Sidney returned
to the States in June, 2002 they began divorce proceedings. Now
Sidney wishes to marry a Roman Catholic woman who has never
been married.

Privileges – example 3

• John Stevenson, 24, a non‐baptized person, married Janet
Moran, a baptized Protestant, January 25, 1999 before a
Protestant minister in Cleveland, Ohio. They had no children
and separated and divorced in June, 2005. In July 2007 John
attempted marriage with Alice Fender, a baptized Protestant.
They divorced in 2010 with one child. John would now like to
marry Darlene Adams, a baptized Roman Catholic who has
never been married.

•How may John attempt to establish that he is free to marry in
the Catholic Church?

Privileges – example 4


